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TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN 
REGULAR COMMITTEE MEETING 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
Wednesday, December 12, 2012, 7PM 

 

M I N U T E S 
 

 

Regular meeting begins at 7:30 pm or immediately following Closed Session, whichever comes 
last. 
 
OPENING; ROLL CALL 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Anderson.  Those present were Mr. Lance, Mr. 
Mach, Mr. Seal, Mr. Shoemaker and Mayor Anderson.  Also present were Township Attorney 
Robert Benbrook and Clerk Pizzaia.   
 
FLAG SALUTE 
The flag salute was conducted. 
 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT 
Mayor Anderson read the following statement:  Notice of this meeting has been sent to two 
newspapers of general circulation in which notice was given of the date, time, place and 
general agenda in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
CLOSED SESSION – Possible purchase of municipal property; Potential Litigation – Land Use  
 
Mr. Shoemaker made a motion to enter closed session, which was seconded by Mr. Lance, with 
all members in favor.   
 
WHEREAS, the Blairstown Township Committee needs to discuss matters relating to the issues 
as listed above; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township Committee believes it to be in the best interest of the public to discuss 
these matters in Closed Session; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Blairstown, 
County of Warren, State of New Jersey that it shall meet in Closed Session to discuss only the 
subjects mentioned above, the results of which may be made public immediately thereafter or 
at a later date. 
 
Dated:  December 12, 2012 
 
Attest: 
 
Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 
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RESULTS OF CLOSED SESSION 
Mr. Mach made a motion to come out of closed session, which was seconded by Mr. 
Shoemaker, with all members in favor. 
 
Mayor Anderson explained that the Committee discussed the potential purchase of farmland 
preservation property and land management of property owned with the State of New Jersey.  
No action will be taken on these matters at this time. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – up to 5 speakers/3 minutes each 
Marylou Hawkins, Bingham Lane, spoke about JCP&L.  She said that she believes their service is 
getting worse.  She said that their equipment is outdated and their communication with 
customers is non-existent.  She recommended that the company be held accountable to the 
residents, who are responsible for paying the bills on time.  Mayor Anderson responded that 
these concerns are the concerns of many people, including those of the Committee.  He 
reassured Ms. Hawkins that the Committee was very involved during the recent storm.  
 
Anita Ardia, Dry Road, wished to express her gratitude to Bill Seal, who is attending his last 
Committee meeting as a Blairstown Committeeman.  He has served as committeeman, mayor, 
and planning board member during various years dating back to the 1990's.  Mrs. Ardia said 
that Mr. Seal was a thorough and fair individual who was dedicated to the residents of 
Blairstown. 
 
Mrs. Ardia also wished to thank the police department, fire department, ambulance corps, and 
various other emergency services who served the township well during Hurricane Sandy.  She 
expressed her thanks to Debra Waldron, who communicated with JCP&L to work towards 
restoring power to the residents. 
 
Kevin Doell, Heller Hill Road, and Environmental Commission Chair, spoke about Sustainable 
Blairstown and a Green Team that was appointed in 2009.    He said that at the end of 2010, 
certification was not achieved towards Sustainable Jersey.  He told the Committee that it might 
be time to close out Sustainable Jersey due to the lack of certification.  Mayor Anderson said 
that this decision should wait until the new year and the new committee.  
 
Debra Waldron, Maple Lane and Land Use Chair, said that JCP&L has indicated that they would 
like to meet with the Committee members to discuss various issues that came to light during 
the past storm.  The Committee said that they would welcome this meeting.   
 
Mrs. Waldron also said that she has worked with Committeeman Seal for many years and he 
will be missed.  She will miss his years of knowledge and experience on the Planning 
Board/Land Use Board. 
 
Donna Moore, Four Corners Road, spoke about a problem she is having regarding a school bus 
she keeps parked in her driveway.  She received a letter from the Zoning Official, who received 
a complaint about the bus.   She told the Committee that the complainant has a personal 
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grudge against her and that her immediate neighbors have no problem with the bus parked in 
her driveway. 
 
Mayor Anderson said that the Committee is aware of the complaint.  The Zoning Official has 
been directed to look into this situation and to report to the Committee.  Mr. Benbrook 
indicated that the ordinance most probably is not being violated, as long as the bus is not being 
parked in the front of the house.  Ms. Moore responded that the bus is being parked at the side 
of the house. 
 
MINUTES   
November 7, 2012 – Regular Meeting Minutes (Mr. Seal absent) 
   
Mr. Lance made a motion to approve the minutes, with the change of Dr. Fogelson's title from 
supervisor to superintendent.  Mr. Seal seconded the motion. 
 
 Roll call vote:  AYE - Lance, Mach, Seal, Shoemaker, Anderson 
 
December 4, 2012 – Special Meeting Minutes  
 
Mr. Shoemaker made a motion to approve the minutes, which was seconded by Mr. Seal. 
 
 Roll call vote:  AYE - Lance, Mach, Seal, Shoemaker, Anderson 
 
CONSENT AGENDA INCLUDING RESOLUTIONS 
   1 – R.2012-121 Authorization to Pay Bills  
   2 – R.2012-122 Redemption of Certification of Sale No. 2012-13  
   3 – R.2012-123 Authorization to Refund Overpayment on B2001, L1.03Q 
   4 – R.2012-124 Authorization to Refund Overpayment on B203, L 11 and 11Q 
   5 – R.2012-125 Authorizing Tax Foreclosure 
   6 – R.2012-126 Approval of Supplemental Change Order #1 for North Warren Regional  
   School District Safe Routes to School Project (Revised) 
   7 – R.2012-127  Approval of Supplemental Change Order #3 for North Warren Regional  
   School District Safe Routes to School Project 
   8 – R.2012-128 Authorization to Transfer 2012 Unexpended Balance of Appropriation 
   9 – R.2012-129 Authorization to Transfer Funds 
 10 – R.2012-130 Authorization to Cancel Grant Monies 
 11 – R.2012-131 Appointment of Fund Commissioner 
 12 – R.2012-132 Appointment of Risk Management Consultant 
 13 – R.2012-133 Cancellation of Reserve Accounts and Unexpended 2012 Budget   
   Appropriations 
 
 Mr. Lance made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, which was seconded by Mr. Seal. 
 
 Roll call vote:  AYE - Lance, Mach, Seal, Shoemaker, Anderson 
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 Clerk – October and November Reports   
 Finance – October and November Finance and Fuel Reports 
 Police Department – September and October Reports 
 Tax Collector – October and November Reports 
 Municipal Court of North Warren – September and October Reports 
 Warren County Health Department – October 5th and November 9th Reports  
 
Mr. Shoemaker made a motion to accept the Department Reports, which was seconded  by Mr. 
Lance.  All members voted in favor. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1 –  Service Electric Cable TV –SECTV is preparing draft ordinance for franchise renewal 
 

 Mr. Benbrook reported that he has been in contact with SECTV with regard to obtaining 
 a free hook-up at the Masonic Lodge.  He also reported that the attorney for SECTV has 
 said that no decision has been made at this time regarding extension of service.   
  

2 –  Hazardous Obstructions at Blairstown Airport – Mr. Benbrook to contact State regarding 
map  

 
 Mr. Benbrook said that he does not expect to get a response from the State and 

suggests that this item be removed from the list.  The Committee was in agreement. 
  
3 – Review of Recreation Ordinance – Fair Share Reimbursement 
  
 Mr. Mach suggested forming this into a shared services agreement.  Mayor Anderson 

said that any decision on this should be deferred to next year, when the Recreation 
Committee will have a new Committee liaison. 

 

There was a discussion on the wording for the final draft of the shared services agreement for  
fire protection between Blairstown and Hardwick.  Mr. Benbrook will provide the final draft for 
signatures by the end of the week.  
 

COMMITTEE CORRESPONDENCE for information and possible action 
 
1 –  from Morris, Downing & Sherred, LLP, re:  North Warren Board of Education Application 
 for Revision to Approved Resolution Dated July 12, 2011 
 
 After discussion, the Committee decided to research the fees involved and to consider 
 reimbursement of fees paid in a future meeting. 
  
2 –  from Blairstown Environmental Commission, re:  Resolution Regarding Hydraulic 
 Fracturing 
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 This correspondence was withdrawn by Kevin Doell, Environmental Commission Chair. 
  
3 – from John Kerkendall, requesting permission to farm 60 acres of the Gorab property 
 
 Mr. Mach made a motion to approve this request, which was seconded by Mr. 
 Shoemaker. 
 
 Roll call vote:  AYE - Lance, Mach, Shoemaker, Anderson 
    NAY - Seal 
 
GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE (See attached sheet) 
There were no comments or questions on the General Correspondence List. 
 
FROM THE TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY 
Mr. Benbrook had nothing further to report. 
 
FROM THE TOWNSHIP CLERK 
The Clerk stated that the 2012 Township Committee Reorganization meeting will be held on 
January 3, 2012 at 6pm.  She also stated that she has worked with Mr. Seal since being 
appointed Municipal Clerk.   It has been a pleasure working with him and he will be missed. 
 
FROM THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
 
COMMITTEEMAN LANCE 
Mr. Lance thanked Mr. Seal for his many years of service.  He has served with Mr. Seal for the 
past six years and has known him many years before that.  Mr. Lance said that Mr. Seal's input 
has been invaluable. 
 
Mr. Lance said that the Licensed Water Operator left last month and he has found a 
replacement.  Michael Lata, who is the Water and Sewer Operator in Mount Olive, has the 
necessary certifications.  Mr. Lata has been acting as our water operator since November 15th.  
Mr. Lata would act as an outside contractor for Blairstown Township.  Mr. Lance made a motion 
to hire Michael Lata as Blairstown Township's licensed water operator as an outside contractor 
for a period of one (1) year.  The salary for this position is $2,500.00 per month with no 
benefits.  Mr. Shoemaker seconded the motion.  Mr. Benbrook will draft the necessary 
contract. 
 
 Roll call vote:  AYE - Lance, Mach, Seal, Shoemaker, Anderson 
 
COMMITTEEMAN MACH 
Mr. Mach said that it has been a pleasure working alongside Mr. Seal and wished him well in his 
future endeavors.   
 
Mr. Mach asked Robert Gara, Police Director, to comment on the recent burglaries in the 
township. Mr. Gara reported that the Blairstown Police have put extra hours into finding the 
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perpetrators and the State Police are also working on the burglary cases.  Mr. Gara said that 
residents should remain vigilant in their observations and should report any suspicious 
activities.   Mr. Gara also warned the residents against phone scams that are prevalent during 
the holidays. 
 
The revised grant application for the Paulina Dam has been submitted to the Municipal 
Charitable and Conservancy Trust.  The revised application is in request of $81,000 to restore 
the historic features of the dam training walls.  This request was approved by the MCCT, 
contingent upon approval of the Warren County Freeholders. 
 
The Energy Tax Receipt issue is being pursued once again by the League of Municipalities.  The 
League has spoken to the assembly budget committee, which has forwarded a bill in support of 
restoring the energy tax monies to the municipalities.   If approved, municipalities would 
receive the monies over a period of five years.  The important issue is to have the monies 
funded in the State budget. 
 
Mr. Mach said that he, Mr. Shoemaker and Mr. Rodman were given a tour of the upper 
Paulinskill watershed.  It appears that the west branch is a contributing factor of flooding in 
Blairstown.  Mr. Mach would like to see further studies of this area in order to come up with 
viable solutions to the flooding problem. 
 
COMMITTEEMAN SEAL 
Mr. Seal said that with regard to the water company, he is waiting for manpower to be 
available from the Department of Public Works to install the new water meters.  
 
He reminded the Committee that the football field at Sycamore Park needs to be refurbished in 
the very near future. 
 
COMMITTEEMAN SHOEMAKER 
Mr. Shoemaker said that it has been a pleasure working with Mr. Seal and thanked him for his 
contributions. 
 
Mr. Shoemaker said that the fire alarm system sustained damage as a result of Hurricane 
Sandy.  The repairs have been underway and are almost complete.   The repair costs will be 
submitted to our insurance company.  If the repairs are not covered, we could possibly submit 
the costs to FEMA. 
 
Mr. Shoemaker suggested winterizing Givens Belet in order to save heating costs.  Mayor 
Anderson said that the American Legion uses the building on a regular basis, but the heat could 
certainly be lowered a great deal during the winter months.  There is a concern about the mold 
spreading if the heat is turned too low.   It was suggested that a set-back thermometer be 
installed in the building. 
 
Mr. Shoemaker said that it has been a year since various street lights have been turned off and 
there is no reduction in the JCP&L billing.  Mr. Mach said that the budget does reflect a 
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significant decrease in the bill.  Mr. Shoemaker will check with the Finance Department to 
ascertain if there has been a decrease in the billing. 
 
MAYOR ANDERSON  
Mayor Anderson said that he was unable to attend the Seniors' party this year, but he was told 
it went well. 
 
Mayor Anderson thanked all of those groups and individuals involved in assisting the township 
during Hurricane Sandy.  He said that all of our emergency management workers served the 
residents well during the crisis. 
 
Mayor Anderson thanked Mr. Seal for his many years of service to Blairstown Township, which 
dates back to 1999.  He said that Mr. Seal could always be counted on to speak his mind.  
Mayor Anderson read a certificate of outstanding service signed by the Committee members 
and presented it to Mr. Seal. 
 
TOWNSHIP ENGINEER 
Mr. Rodman reported that the Wastewater Management Plan was approved by the DEP on 
November 2nd and will be placed on the New Jersey Register.   
 
The 1B Study of the Paulina Dam has been completed and the report is in the process of being 
prepared.  It will then be submitted to the State, after which the necessary permits can be 
obtained. 
 
The Safe Routes to School project has been completed.  The project cost less than the awarded 
grant amount. 
 
The Committee discussed the invoice from Whitman for the grading of the former Community 
Center site.   It was the consensus of opinion that Whitman volunteered to perform this work at 
no charge and the Committee was in favor of holding them to that offer.  Mr. Rodman was 
instructed to inform Whitman Company that this invoice will not be paid. 
 
FROM THE PUBLIC 
Mary Flynn, Conrad Court, spoke about the zoning ordinance and stressed that it is important 
that it be enforced. 
 
Debra Waldron, Maple Lane, asked the Committee for clarification on their decision tonight 
regarding the request from Morris, Downing & Sherred, LLP to waive the application fee for the 
North Warren Board of Education.  Mrs. Waldron said that this application is scheduled to be 
heard at the Land Use Board's December meeting.    Mayor Anderson said that the fees have 
been submitted and that the Committee can decide at a future date if they will issue a refund. 
 
Mrs. Waldron also asked about the status of the SECTV contract.  Mayor Anderson said that the 
cable company representatives spoke at a recent meeting, as required by the contract renewal 
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process.  Mrs. Waldron expressed her displeasure with the company and their services.  She 
said that the phone services are equally poor, primarily due to a lack of competition. 
 
Paul Avery, Mohican Road, expressed his thanks to Mr. Seal for his many years of service, and 
said that he is looking forward to attempting to fill his shoes on the Committee.  Mr. Avery also 
thanked Mayor Anderson to allowing him to fill in for him at the Seniors' party. 
 
Anita Ardia, Dry Road, asked the Committee to reappoint Mayor Anderson as liaison for the 
Seniors Advisory Committee. 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
As there were no further comments from the public, Mr. Shoemaker made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting, which was seconded by Mr. Seal.  All members voted in favor.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 9:38 pm. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
 
Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


