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BLAIRSTOWN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
ANNUAL REORGANIZATION MEETING

JANUARY 5, 2009 – 6:00 PM
MUNICIPAL BUILDING

M I N U T E S

OPENING CEREMONIES – Clerk Pizzaia opened the meeting. Those present were Mr.
Anderson, Mr. Lance, Mr. Lascari, Mr. Mach and Mr. Seal.

INVOCATION – Rev. David Harvey of the First Presbyterian Church gave the
invocation.

FLAG SALUTE ceremony was held.

The following SUNSHINE STATEMENT was read by Clerk Pizzaia:
Notice of this meeting has been sent to three newspapers of general circulation in the
Township of Blairstown in which notice of the date, time, place and general agenda were
set forth in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

DETERMINATION OF THE WARREN COUNTY BOARD OF CANVASSERS

Elected Official – Stephen J. Lance
Clerk Pizzaia administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Lance

Elected Official – Salvatore P. Lascari
Clerk Pizzaia administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Lascari

NOMINATION FOR MAYOR FOR THE YEAR 2009
A motion to appoint Richard Mach as Mayor for 2009 was made by Mr. Lance and
seconded by Mr. Lascari.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Mach, Seal

The Oath of Office was administered to Mayor Mach by Clerk Pizzaia.

Mayor Mach chaired the remainder of the meeting.

NOMINATION FOR DEPUTY MAYOR FOR THE YEAR 2009
A motion to appoint Salvatore Lascari as Deputy Mayor was made by Mr. Anderson and
seconded by Mr. Seal.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

The Oath of Office was administered to Deputy Mayor Lascari by Clerk Pizzaia.

RESOLUTIONS: (Committee may adopt all as one consent agenda unit, ask to
have certain ones pulled for discussion and vote on the remainder, or decide to
vote on each resolution separately)
#2009-01 Various One Year Appointments – Compensated
#2009-02 Various Appointments – Non-compensated
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#2009-03 Cancel Water Utility Balances under $5.00
#2009-04 Appointing Local Emergency Planning Committee Members
#2009-05 Resolution of the Township of Blairstown, Fixing the Rate of Interest to

be charged on Delinquent Taxes and Authorize Tax Collector to hold
Annual Tax Sale

#2009-06 Resolution Complying with Open Public Meetings Act
#2009-07 Resolution Designating Authorized Signatures
#2009-08 Resolution Authorizing Investment of Idle Funds and Fund Transfers
#2009-09 Resolution Adopting a Cash Management Plan
#2009-10 Resolution Contracting for Professional Services without Competitive

Bidding in Accordance with the Local Public Contract Law
#2009-11 Resolution Contracting for Professional Services without Competitive

Bidding in Accordance with the Local Public Contract Law – Municipal
Accountants (Auditor)

#2009-12 Resolution Designating Official Newspapers.
#2009-13 Resolution Canceling Certain Real Estate Property Tax Balances
#2009-14 Resolution Authorizing Tax Assessor and Township Attorney to Handle

Roll Back Taxes Complaints
#2009-15 Resolution Instituting a Fee for Duplicate Tax Sale Certificates
#2009-16 Resolution Fixing the Rate of Interest to be charged on Delinquent Water

Accounts

A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Mr. Lance and seconded by Mr.
Seal.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

FROM THE COMMITTEE
Mr. Seal congratulated Mayor Mach and stated that he was glad to see that there was a
good turnout for tonight’s Reorganization Meeting.

Mr. Anderson congratulated Mayor Mach and also thanked Mr. Lance and Mr. Lascari
for serving as Mayor and Deputy for the past three years.

Mr. Lance thanked his wife and children for their support and the Committeemembers
for their continued support. He congratulated newly appointed Mayor Mach and said
that he is confident that the community will be well served by his leadership. Mr. Lance
also thanked Deputy Mayor Lascari for his many years of tireless service to the
township, not only as Committeeman but also on the Zoning Board of Adjustment, the
Recreation Committee and the Environmental Commission. He also acknowledged the
hard work of Mr. Anderson and Mr. Seal, who along with the entire committee, have
worked as a team for the betterment of Blairstown Township. He also thanked the
Township Attorney and Clerk for their hard work.

Mr. Lascari thanked his wife and children for all of their support during the past three
years. He thanked all township employees who work as a team to serve the community.
He also expressed his gratitude for the military personnel who are serving our country.
Mr. Lascari stated that he enjoys working with the Committee because of the
camaraderie and dedication that all the members feel towards the community.
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Mr. Mach thanked those in the audience for coming to the Reorganization Meeting. He
thanked Mr. Lance for serving as Mayor for the past three years. As mayor, Mr. Lance
provided a clear direction for the committee, with an emphasis on cost control. He
thanked the rest of the Committee members for their support and encouragement. He
also thanked his wife for her constant support and patience. Mayor Mach thanked family
members for being in attendance tonight.

Mr. Mach outlined his many years of community service. In Blairstown, he served on the
Planning Board and then ran for Township Committee. He pledged to conduct his
duties as Mayor with the dignity it demands and in keeping with the trust the public
places in the position. He acknowledged the municipal office staff and Police
Department, who perform their duties with enthusiasm, and thanked the volunteers in
the emergency services and the various boards, commissions and committees for their
dedication. He feels that all municipal employees and volunteers working together will
bring about a successful 2009.

Mayor Mach acknowledged County Sheriff Sal Simonetti in the audience and asked him
to say a few words. Mr. Simonetti spoke about his fond memories of serving on the
Township Committee in the past. He expressed his appreciation of the fine work this
present committee has done over the past three years.

Also present was County Freeholder John DiMaio. Mr. DiMaio appreciated being asked
to attend the Reorganization Meeting, and stated that he acknowledges how difficult it is
to serve on the Committee as Mayor and as Committee member. He congratulated the
members for their successes during the past years and wished Mayor Mach success in
his new position.

FROM THE PUBLIC

Carol Cook, Four Corners Road, congratulated the Township Committee and wished
them success in the New Year.

Herman Shoemaker, Bingham Lane, congratulated the Committee for their past
successes. He felt that the Committee had handled many difficult situations during the
past three years and have handled them professionally.

ADJOURN
A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Seal and seconded by Mr. Lance, with all
members voting in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 6:35pm.

Submitted by,

Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC
Municipal Clerk


