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TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN
REGULAR COMMITTEE MEETING

MUNICIPAL BUILDING
Wednesday, March 10, 2010, 6:30 PM

M I N U T E S

Regular meeting begins at 7:30 PM or immediately following Closed Session,
whichever comes last.

OPENING; ROLL CALL
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mach. Those present were Mayor
Mach, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Lance, Mr. Lascari and Mr. Seal. Also present were
Clerk Pizzaia and Township Attorney Robert Benbrook.

FLAG SALUTE
The flag salute was conducted.

SUNSHINE STATEMENT
Mayor Mach read the following statement: Notice of this meeting has been
sent to two newspapers of general circulation in which notice was given of the
date, time, place and general agenda in accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act.

CLOSED SESSION – Possible Litigation/Soil Remediation; Personnel

Mr. Seal made a motion to enter into Closed Session, which was seconded by
Mr. Lance, with all members in favor.

WHEREAS, the Blairstown Township Committee needs to discuss matters relating
to the issues as listed above; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee believes it to be in the best interest of the
public to discuss such matters in Closed Session;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township
of Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that it shall meet in Closed
Session to discuss only the matters mentioned above, the results of which may
be made public immediately thereafter or at a later date.

Dated: March 10, 2010

Attest:

Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC
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Municipal Clerk

RESULTS OF CLOSED SESSION
Mr. Lance made a motion to come out of closed session, which was seconded
by Mr. Seal, with all members in favor.

Mr. Seal explained that Eric Usinowicz of the Department of Public Works
recently received his certified spray license. This will be a benefit to the township
by saving costs that would be spent towards hiring a sprayer. Mr. Seal made a
motion to raise Mr. Usinowicz’s salary from $18.36 to $19.36 per hour. Mr. Lance
seconded the motion.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

Mayor Mach explained that the other item in Closed Session dealt with the bore
samplings at the Community Center. Mayor Mach said that the samplings show
that there is contaminated soil underneath the building. The Committee needs
to decide if they want to take down the building and then remediate the site, or
to try to fix the building and perform the remediation work. This second choice
will require the building to be supported while digging underneath to remove
the contaminated soil. The Committee has asked Whitman Company for cost
estimates for both scenarios.

PUBLIC COMMENT (up to 5 speakers/3 minutes each)
Joel Wisnowski, Heller Hill Road, spoke about an unsafe section of Heller Hill
Road, from Edge Hill Road to Union Brick Road where the wall is located. The
road is narrow at this site and he received a citation for failure to maintain his
lane at this area. He wanted to Committee to be aware that this is a dangerous
area. He showed the Committee pictures to illustrate his point. He wanted this
on the record that this portion of the road is substandard. Mr. Seal said that
there is a problem at the section Mr. Wisnowski is talking about because the line
down the middle of the road is not in the center. Mr. Anderson added that the
Committee is not a traffic court, but from the pictures shown, Mr. Wisnowski
might have a reasonable case.

Andrew Lagomarsino, Artist View Lane, spoke about reimbursement for private
road snow plowing. He takes issue with the township not plowing on his private
road. Mayor Mach asked Mr. Benbrook to explain to Mr. Lagomarsino why the
township does not have to plow private roads. Mr. Benbrook explained that
State Statute allows the municipality the option of reimbursing private
homeowner associations the amount of what it would cost the township to plow
the road in lieu of plowing the private road. The township does not have to
reimburse the private homeowners the total amount spent by them.
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Kendrya Close, Farmers Market, requested permission to move the Farmers
Market from Givens Belet to the empty lot where the Police trailer used to be
located. They have already received permission from the Elementary School to
use their parking lot for customer parking.

Mr. Lascari made a motion to allow the Foodshed Alliance to hold the 2010
Farmers Market on the municipally owned lot on Stillwater Road, with the proper
certificates of insurance in place. Mr. Lance seconded the motion.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Mach
NAY - Seal

MINUTES

February 17, 2010 – Regular Meeting and Closed Session

Mr. Seal made a motion to approve the minutes, which was seconded by
Mr. Lance, with all members voting in favor.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

NORTH WARREN REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 2010-11 BUDGET PRESENTATION by
Brian Folgelson, North Warren Regional High School

Dr. Folgelson began by introducing members of the Board of Education who
were in attendance.

Dr. Fogelson spoke about the various stages that went into the development of
the school budget, which include administrative preparation, municipal input,
board adoption and public vote. He outlined the budget goals for 2010-2011,
which include cost containment, raising standards, building professionalism and
planning for the future. The preparation of this year’s budget was particularly
difficult due to the economic climate and reduction of funding from the state.

Dr. Folgelson went over several scenarios regarding the anticipated general
fund revenues, which would leave a $450,000 shortfall assuming the best
scenario and a $1.5 million shortfall assuming the worst scenario. Assuming the
worst case scenario, severe measures will be necessary, some of which include
the possible elimination of an administrative position, increased class size,
reduced staffing in all areas, and reduction and elimination of instructional and
athletic programs.

Dr. Folgelson said that the school board will continue to review class size and
programs, conduct discussions on shared services of transportation and staff,
and more cooperative purchasing. Final adoption of the school budget is



MINUTES – March 10, 2010 Regular Meeting Page 4 of 4

scheduled for March 30, 2010 and will be voted on at the School Election on
April 20th.

Mayor Mach thanked Dr. Folgelson for his presentation and for the efforts
involved to keep spending down in these difficult times.

Ted Rodman, Township Engineer – Paulina Dam; EDA Loan for Soil Remediation at
Community Center
Mayor Mach explained that Whitman Company submitted a report to the State
of NJ, Bureau of Dam Safety and Flood Control, for necessary repairs to the
Paulina Dam. The State has approved this plan and Blairstown has until August
1, 2010 to submit engineering plans and specifications to proceed with the
repairs. All repairs must be completed within five (5) years.

Mr. Rodman introduced Pete Tardy of French and Pirrello, who has submitted a
proposal to the Committee for approval. With the approval of this proposal,
French and Pirrello will prepare an engineering plan and specifications for the
repairs, as well as the submittal of permits for an amount of $39,100.00.

Mr. Tardy said that French and Pirrello has prepared a proposal to prepare the
final design plans for the approved repairs to Paulina Dam. If the Committee
approves the proposal, the final plans will be submitted to the State for review.
At that point, application will be made for the necessary permits. Mr. Tardy said
that repair work would probably begin by spring of next year.

Mr. Tardy reviewed the drawings and the proposed repairs. The assessment
shows no issues with the stability of the dam. Modifications need to be made to
the dam, which include lengthening a portion of the spillway and raising the
abutment on the northern and southern sides to assist water to pass over the
dam instead of around the dam in case of flooding. The left abutment seepage
issue will be addressed by the placement of a liner that will decrease the flow
through that area. Existing masonry walls will be reinforced to insure many more
years of use.

Mr. Benbrook asked if any of the proposed work would make possible addition
of hydroelectric power to the dam more costly. Mr. Tardy said that none of the
repair work would increase the cost to any hydroelectric power plans. In answer
to Mr. Benbrook’s question, Mr. Tardy said that at this point he has no guess
regarding how much labor would be needed to perform the repair work, but he
did feel that some of the work could be done in-house.

Mr. Lance made a motion to authorize Mayor Mach to sign a proposal to allow
French and Pirrello to prepare an engineering plan and specifications and
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submittal of permits for an amount of $39,100.00. This approval is contingent
upon approval of the township attorney.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

Public Comment on the Consent Agenda Items Only
There were no questions or comments from the public on the consent agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA INCLUDING RESOLUTIONS
1 – R.2010-042 Authorization to Pay Bills
2 – R.2010-043 Redemption of Certification of Sale No. 2009-06
3 – R.2010-044 Redemption of Certification of Sale No. 2008-10
4 – R.2010-045 Authorization to Transfer Funds
5 – R.2010-046 Delayed Introduction of 2010 Municipal Budget
6 – Application for Special Permit for Social Affair – to Blair Academy on June

4, 6pm to 11pm, at Blair Academy, 2 Park Street
7 – Application for Special Permit for Social Affair – to Blair Academy on June

5, 7pm to 11:30pm, at Blair Academy, 2 Park Street
8 – Application for Special Permit for Social Affair – to Blair Woman’s Club on

April 10, 2010 from 6:30pm to 10:30pm, at Masonic Lodge, 11
Stillwater Road

9 – Application for Membership in Blairstown Hose Company No. 1 – Michael A.
Pirrello

Mr. Lance made a motion to approve the consent agenda, which was
seconded by Mr. Seal.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Clerk – February Report
Construction – February Report
Finance – February Report
Police Department – February Report
Public Works Department –February Fuel Report
Tax Collector – February Report

Mr. Lascari made a motion to accept the department reports, which was
seconded by Mr. Anderson, with all members voting in favor.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1 – Rte. 94 traffic concerns:

a. left hand turn signal at Lambert Rd. – State in process of approving;
Sen. Doherty’s Office has been in contact with DOT

The township is still waiting for an update on this item.
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b. engine braking – sample ordinance from Hope Township

2 – JCP&L billing – Mr. Lascari has completed input of data; to go to
Environmental Commission for input

3 – Main Street concerns – road striping; feral cats

4 – Review of Noise Control Ordinance – model ordinance received from
county

Mr. Lascari is working on this.

5 – Cedar Lake Horse Farm – one (1) proposal received; proposal rejected –
will be rebid

Mayor Mach said that the one proposal received has been rejected
because it was too broad in scope. This will go out for bid in the near
future.

6 – Repairs to Givens Belet building – to be addressed during budget
preparation
Mr. Lance said that he has looked at the enabling ordinance for the open
space tax and it clearly states that the money can be used for
maintenance of lands and buildings used for recreation purposes.

Mr. Benbrook said that if Open Space money is used for repairs for the
Givens Belet Building, he believes the building needs to be listed on the
township’s ROSI. Mr. Benbrook will research this.

7 – Service Electric Cable TV – extension of cable service

Mr. Lascari is preparing a letter on this item.

COMMITTEE CORRESPONDENCE for information and possible action

1 – from Rosalie Murray, resigning as member of Recreation Committee

Mr. Lascari made a motion to accept Ms. Murray’s resignation, with
regrets. The motion was seconded by Mr. Seal.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

2 – from Victor Camporine, WC Recycling Coordinator, re: Recycling
Regulation Requirement
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Mayor Mach recommended forwarding this letter to the Planning Board
for inclusion on their next agenda.

3 – from Mike Sullivan, requesting permission to farm the property adjacent to
Sycamore Park

Mr. Lascari explained the portion of land Mr. Sullivan is interested in
farming. After discussion, the Committee was in agreement that this
should be bid on. Mr. Lascari made a motion to solicit quotations from
farmers interested in farming this piece of property. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Lance.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

4 – from Marvin Hilts, American Legion Post #258, regarding annual Memorial
Day Parade on Sunday, May 30th

Mr. Lance made a motion to give the contribution for the Memorial Day
Parade to the American Legion Post #258, which was seconded by Mr.
Lascari.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

5 – from Jochen Heydel, Sustainable Blairstown Committee, regarding the
creation of a community parking area

The Committee was in agreement to table this item for several months
until it becomes clear what will be done to the Community Center.

6 – from Barth Johnson, Supervising Engineer, WC Engineering Office, re:
County Route 601 (Blair Place) Stop Condition

The Township Committee is in agreement that a stop sign at the
designated area is a good idea. Mr. Lascari made a motion to accept
the proposal from the County, which was seconded by Mayor Mach.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

7 – from Bill Seal, regarding Cherry Tree Lane snow removal road assessment

Mr. Seal reported that he and representatives from the Department of
Public Works investigated this request and have concluded that Cherry
Tree Lane should be made a #2 degree of difficulty for the purpose of
snow plowing. Mr. Seal made a motion to change the degree of difficulty
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of Cherry Tree Lance from #1 to #2, which was seconded by Mr.
Anderson. This change for reimbursement purposes is effective March 10,
2010, and is not retroactive.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

8 – from Brian Appezzato, WC Planning Department, regarding Transportation
Forum

Freeholder Accetturo is sponsoring a Transportation Forum and is
requesting participation from Warren County municipalities. Mayor Mach
and Mr. Lance intend on participating in this forum.

9 – from Historic Preservation Commission requesting the appointment of Len
Brazaites and Al Handy as members

Mr. Lance made a motion to appoint Len Brazaites as a member of the
Historic Preservation Commission, which was seconded by Mr. Lascari.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

Mr. Lascari made a motion to appoint Al Handy as a member of the
Historic Preservation Commission for the purpose of discussion. Mayor
Mach seconded the motion.

Roll call vote: AYE – None
NAY – Anderson, Lance, Seal, Mach
ABSTAIN - Lascari

10 – from Roger Gutzwiller and Kevin Doell, Blairstown Environmental
Commission, requesting the appointment of Carolyn Fenton as member

Mr. Anderson made a motion to appoint Carolyn Fenton as a member of
the Environmental Commission, which was seconded by Mr. Lance.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

11 – from Kendrya Close, Director, Foodshed Alliance, regarding location of
Farmers Market

This item was discussed earlier in the meeting.

12 – from Ted Rodman, Township Engineer, recommending the return of
maintenance bond to Toll Brothers, Scenic Hills Estates
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Mr. Rodman explained that this bond has expired and the necessary work
has been completed. Toll Brothers has agreed to leave monies in escrow
in case trees which were planted last year do not survive the winter and
need to be replaced. Mr. Rodman is recommending that the township
return this maintenance bond.

Mr. Lance made a motion to return the maintenance bond to Toll
Brothers, which was seconded by Mayor Mach.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE (See attached sheet)
There were no comments or questions regarding the general correspondence.

FROM THE TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY
Mr. Benbrook had nothing further to report.

FROM THE TOWNSHIP CLERK
The Clerk reported that the Free Rabies Clinic on February 20th was well
attended. 298 dogs and 105 cats were vaccinated by Dr. Leal.

The Clerk also inquired if it was the intention of the Committee to hold a town-
wide clean-up this year. The Committee was in agreement to hold a clean-up
in the spring similar to the one held last year. The clean-up will run on two
weekends, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, on a voucher system for item to be
taken to the Oxford Landfill. The Clerk will make the necessary arrangements.
Mr. Lance made a motion to hold the town-wide clean-up, which was
seconded by Mr. Lascari.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

FROM THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
COMMITTEEMAN ANDERSON
Mr. Lance read the highlights of the February Police Report.

The Environmental Commission met last Wednesday. Mr. Anderson has the
name of an individual who comes highly recommended with regard to the
installation of solar systems. Roger Gutzwiller will be following up on this
information.

The Senior Club would like to use the meeting room for a senior gathering. The
Committee would like to have this request in writing.

COMMITTEEMAN LANCE
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Mr. Lance said that the budget process is ongoing. A lot depends on the
governor’s statement next Tuesday. At this point, the budget is down $56,000
from last year. Mr. Lance feels that the Recycling Center is a duplication of
services and would like to permanently close the center as of July 1, 2010. He
also feels that the Construction Department is a budgetary problem area. He
said that the Department of Community Affairs can take over Blairstown at no
charge with the same amount of coverage. He said that by closing both of
these departments, the township can easily realize a $100,000 savings. Mr.
Anderson agreed with this. He said that he has recently spoken to the DCA,
who is willing to come in two days a week with a TACO, with five days a week
inspections.

Mr. Lance made a motion to introduce the following ordinance by title only:

ORDINANCE 2010-01 AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPER 87, CONSTRUCTION
CODE, OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN, WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, AND
TRANSFERRING JURISDICTION FOR THE ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF
THE UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE TO THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DEPARTMENT
OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Mr. Anderson seconded the motion. Mr. Seal questioned whether the State
would be in a position to offer the services they are promising if the state cuts
back on their personnel. He also felt that rent should be charged for use of our
building, especially if Blairstown becomes the hub and services other
municipalities through our offices. Mr. Seal was in favor of cutting back our
current inspectors from two days a week to one day per week instead of
transferring over to the DCA.

Mr. Lance emphasized that this is an operational decision and is not a reflection
on the performance of the employees in the Construction Department.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach
With regard to the Recycling Center, the Committee discussed dates for the
permanent closing of the facility. Mr. Lance would like a notice put into the
town wide clean-up, letting residents know that the Recycling Center will be
closed and that they should utilize their curbside recycling service from their
private sanitation company.

Mr. Lance made a motion to permanently close the municipal Recycling Center
as of June 30, 2010, which was seconded by Mr. Anderson.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

Mr. Lance asked for a consensus from the Committee to move all recreational
spending to the Open Space tax monies. Anything involved with field
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maintenance or repairs to Givens Belet would come from this account. The
Committee agreed to do this.

Mr. Lance reported that he and Ted Rodman spoke to a representative of the
NJ Air Safety, who has indicated that the Skylands Music Festival location is
permissible. However, there can be no pyrotechnics or lasers at the festival.

COMMITTEEMAN LASCARI
Mr. Lascari reported that the Blairstown Fire Company had their beefsteak
dinner and it was a huge success.

Mr. Lascari and Mayor Mach went to a Frelinghuysen budget work session in an
attempt to get funds for fire protection. They will also be going to other
municipalities in the near future for this purpose.

COMMITTEEMAN SEAL
Mr. Seal reported that a resident has complained about the gate that has
recently been opened at the high school. The resident feels that it is a safety
hazard when cars exit and make a left hand turn. The resident asked Mr. Seal if
the Committee could communicate his concerns to the high school. Mr. Lascari
said that he would speak with someone at the school regarding this matter.

Mr. Lance asked Mr. Seal to convey to the Public Works employees that they did
a great job during the past severe snow storms. The entire Committee was in
agreement.

MAYOR MACH
Mayor Mach asked the Committee if they were in favor of discontinuing the 3
minute, 5 person maximum speaker portion at the beginning of the meeting. It
is his feeling that some residents are abusing this and the situation has become
out of control. After a lengthy discussion, the Committee felt that abolishing this
portion of the meeting would be a disservice to those residents who respect the
time limit.

The Planning Board will be working on the Master Plan this year. The Board
chairman is sending out letters to planners for this purpose. There will be an
interview process after several names are chosen.

With regard to COAH, we are waiting for the governor’s transition team to reveal
what direction COAH will be taking. In the meantime, Blairstown is doing the
minimum amount required.

Mayor Mach attended a mayor’s meeting at the North Warren Regional High
School regarding the school budget. Mayor Mach complimented the school
administrators for their perseverance in keeping the budget in line.
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Mayor Mach asked for suggestions on locations for tree plantings for Arbor Day.
Anyone with a suggestion should contact Mayor Mach.

FROM THE PUBLIC
Mayor Mach opened the meeting to the public.

Pete McKenna, Mohican Road, spoke about the exit at the North Warren
Regional High School. He also feels that there is a safety hazard there. He
suggested that a police officer be located there to direct traffic when the
students are leaving the school.

Herman Shoemaker, Bingham Lane, reported that the Animal Control Officer
was on Main Street recently to deal with the feral cat problem.

Paul Avery, Mohican Road, stated that he is glad that the Committee decided
to keep the 15 minute portion at the beginning of the meeting. He said that not
everyone is able to stay for several hours in order to speak.

Mr. Lascari made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by
Mayor Mach. The meeting was adjourned at 10:40pm.

Submitted by:

Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC
Municipal Clerk


