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TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN
REGULAR COMMITTEE MEETING

MUNICIPAL BUILDING

Wednesday, March 11, 2009, 6:30 PM

M I N U T E S

OPENING; ROLL CALL
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mach. Those present were Mayor
Mach, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Lance, Mr. Lascari, and Mr. Seal. Also present were
Clerk Pizzaia and Township Attorney Robert Benbrook.

The FLAG SALUTE was conducted.

SUNSHINE STATEMENT
Mayor Mach read the following statement: Notice of this meeting has been
sent to three newspapers of general circulation in which notice was given of the
date, time, place and general agenda in accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act.

CLOSED SESSION –Possible Sale of Municipal Property – McVilla Property and
Water Company; Possible Acquisition of Property; Possible Litigation – Old Mingle
Road; Contract Negotiations – Police Department
Mr. Lance made a motion to enter closed session, which was seconded by Mr.
Seal, with all members voting in favor.

WHEREAS, the Blairstown Township Committee needs to discuss matters
relating to the issues as listed above; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee believes it to be in the best interest of
the public to discuss such matters in closed session;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the
Township of Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that it shall meet
in Executive Session to discuss only the matters mentioned above, the results of
which may be made public immediately thereafter or at a later date.

Dated: February 11, 2009

Attest:

Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC
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Municipal Clerk

Mr. Seal made a motion to come out of Closed Session, which was seconded by
Mr. Lance, with all members in favor.

RESULTS OF CLOSED SESSION
Mayor Mach announced that there was a discussion regarding the possible sale
of the water company. He asked for a motion to hire a special counsel to
review the bid package prepared by Mr. Benbrook for the sale of the company.
Mr. Benbrook recommended this action because he would feel more
comfortable if someone with expertise in the area of handling the sale of a
water company were to verify that the document is complete and correct. Mr.
Benbrook has recommended Ed McMannimon. His rate is $215.00 per hour and
Mr. Benbrook said that Mr. McMannimon would need about 3 to 5 hours for the
review. Mr. Seal made a motion to hire Mr. McMannimon for an amount not to
exceed $1,500.00 for the purpose of reviewing the water company bid
package. The motion was seconded by Mr. Lance.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

Mayor Mach asked for a motion to adopt a resolution to put the water
company out for sale. Mr. Lance made this motion, which was seconded by Mr.
Seal.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

Mayor Mach asked for a motion to authorize the Municipal Clerk to advertise
the request for bids for the water company, pursuant to State Statute. Mr.
Lance made said motion, which was seconded by Mr. Seal.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

Mayor Mach said that the Open Space Committee has recommended the sale
of a piece of property known as the McVilla property to the State of New Jersey,
Green Acres. Mr. Lance made a motion to sell the McVilla property to the State
of New Jersey for the price of $136,200, subject to the determination by the
Township Committee that this property is not needed to fulfill the township’s
COAH obligation.

Joel McGreen requested the purchase of an Open Space map which could be
hung in the building to display the properties that have been purchased
through Open Space. The cost of the map is $350.00, which includes the cost
of the frame. Mr. Lascari made a motion to authorize this purchase, which was
seconded by Mr. Anderson.
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Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

Mayor Mach explained that there may be three individuals who may be
interested in preserving their properties. These properties total about 113 acres.
Mr. McGreen would like the township to file a Planning Incentive Grant
application. The cost of this would be $13,000.00 for an application for a
Planning Incentive Grant and an application to ANJEC for grant money. Mr.
Lance made this motion and Mr. Seal seconded the motion.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

MINUTES
February 11, 2009 – Regular Meeting
Motion to approve these minutes was made by Mr. Lascari and seconded

by Mr. Anderson, with all members voting in favor.

February 11, 2009 – Closed Session
Motion to approve these minutes was made by Mr. Lascari and seconded

by Mr. Anderson, with all members voting in favor.

R.2009-036 Authorization for Mayor to Sign Ground Lease between Blairstown
Township and Blairstown Ambulance Corps Inc.

Mayor Mach explained that this resolution is the culmination of several years of
planning whereby the Ambulance Corps will be leasing a portion of the
Municipal Building grounds to build their new facility. Mr. Seal made a motion to
authorize Mayor Mach to sign the lease agreement, which was seconded by
Mr. Lance.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

JOSEPH DIGRAZIA, PRES., BLAIRSTOWN AMBULANCE CORPS, AND MAYOR MACH
SIGN LEASE
The lease between the Township of Blairstown and the Blairstown Ambulance
Corps was signed by Mayor Mach and Joseph DiGrazia, with many members of
the Blairstown Ambulance Corps in attendance to witness the event.

PUBLIC COMMENT (up to 5 speakers/3 minutes each)
Leslie Ruben, Alice Court, spoke to the Committee about a program she is
involved with called Cell Phones for Soldiers. She explained that she became
involved in this program after losing her brother on September 11, 2001. The
program involves the collection of unwanted cell phones, which are recycled.
The profits from the recycling goes towards the purchase of calling cards which
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are sent to our soldiers overseas. She came before the Committee for
permission to place a collection box at the Municipal Building.

Mr. Lascari made a motion to authorize the placement of the Cell Phones for
Soldiers collection box in the Municipal Building. Mr. Lance seconded the
motion, with all members voting in favor.

Kendrya Close and Patti Doell of the Foodshed Alliance spoke to the Committee
regarding the Farmers Market. They explained that last year was a big success
and they want to have the market again this year. Ms. Doell said that the
Foodshed Alliance would like permission to locate the Farmers Market at
Footbridge Park this year. Mr. Lascari said that any approval would have to be
contingent upon prior booking at the Park. Patricia Sagan, Recreation Director,
needs to be contacted regarding this. Mr. Lance made a motion to allow the
Foodshed Alliance to hold the Farmers Market at Footbridge Park, pending final
approval of the Recreation Director and the issuance of certificates of insurance
for participating vendors.

Ms. Doell added that the Market is scheduled to run on Saturdays from June 13th

to October 31st, 2009, 10am to 2pm.

James MacDonald, Esq., 67 Park Place, Morristown, spoke as counsel to Alfred
Meehan regarding a boundary line dispute. Mr. MacDonald explained that Mr.
Meehan is being sued by his neighbor regarding this dispute. He wanted to
know what the township was doing with regard the matter, as he feels that both
Blairstown and Frelinghuysen are both indispensible parties in the resolution to
the case. He said that the property line dispute between his client and Mr.
Mostaccio closely mirrors the property lines between Blairstown and
Frelinghuysen.

Mr. Benbrook responded that the township’s position is that this is a dispute
between two private individuals. The township hired Mr. Berry to survey the road
and vacated this unnamed road. Mr. Benbrook said that he disagrees with Mr.
MacDonald as to the township being an indispensible party in this matter. He
doesn’t understand what the municipal boundary has to do with a private
boundary dispute. He offered to allow Mr. MacDonald access to whatever
documentation the township has on the matter.

Mayor Mach stated that this matter is not going to be resolved tonight and that
the meeting needs to move forward at this point.

ORDINANCE NO. 2009-04 – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 19, "LAND
DEVELOPMENT,” SECTION 402B OF THE CODE OF BLAIRSTOWN TOWNSHIP ENTITLED
“CHRISTMAS TREE SALES” – Introduction, First Reading
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There was no Committee discussion on Ordinance 2009-04. Mr. Seal made a
motion to adopt Ordinance 2009-04 on first reading, which was seconded by
Mr. Lance.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

Public Comment on the Consent Agenda Items Only
There were no comments from the public on the Consent Agenda

CONSENT AGENDA INCLUDING RESOLUTIONS
1 – R.2009-037 Authorization to Pay Bills
2 – R.2009-038 Tonnage Grant Application
3 – R.2009-039 Authorization to Transfer Funds
4 – R.2009-040 Appointment of Molly Petty to Blairstown Township Municipal

Alliance Committee
5 – Application for Special Permit for Social Affair – Blair Academy on June 5,

2009, from 6:00 pm to 11:30 pm
6 – Application for Special Permit for Social Affair – Blair Academy on June 6,

2009, from 6:00 pm to 11:30 pm
7 – Applications for Blue Light Permit – Ryan McCrea, Blairstown Ambulance

Corps
8 – Applications for Blue Light Permit – Blairstown Hose Co. No. 1 Members: Jim

Chenard, Mark Diana, Chris Graybill, Stuart Kise, Ronald
Mack, Darren Occhiuzzo, Thomas Petry, Joseph Sierant,
Jeffrey Skow, Mike Sullivan, William Weinbrecht

Mr. Seal made a motion to accept the Department Reports, which was
seconded by Mr. Anderson.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Clerk’s Office – February Report
Construction – February Report
Finance Office – February Report
Police Department – February Report
Public Works Department – February Gasoline Report
Tax Collector – February Report
Animal Control – 4th Quarter, 2008 Report
Warren County Health Department – February 9th Report; March 4th Report

Mr. Seal made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, which was seconded
by Mr. Lance, with all members voting in favor.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1 – Municipal Code Book Adhoc Review Committee – T. Tamburro finalizing

report
Mr. Lascari said that the report has been received. This will be removed
from the list.

2 – Rte. 94 Traffic Concerns – Letter sent to DOT on 8/31 outlining Blairstown’s
major concerns; awaiting State approval for Pedestrian Crossing Signs
No action.

3 – JCP&L billing – Mr. Lascari in process inputting data
Mr. Lascari said that he should have this updated by the April meeting.

4 – Senior Citizen Advisory Committee – Options under consideration
Mr. Anderson will address this in his report.

5 – Main Street traffic flow – proposal to be coordinated between Township
Engineer and Main Street business owners
Mr. Lascari said there is a meeting scheduled for Monday, March 23rd at
7pm. Mr. Shoemaker is working with him on this and will also attend the
meeting. Mr. Seal and Mayor Mach would both like to attend. They will
coordinate their times so that only two committee members are in
attendance at one time. Mr. Shoemaker stated that he has been telling
people that this is an information gathering meeting. He has received a
great deal of interest in this and believes that there will be many people in
attendance.

6 – Review of Noise Control Ordinance – Zoning Official to check with County
on status

No action.

7 – Cedar Lake Horse Farm – waiting for RFP from State
No action.

8 – Repairs to Givens Belet building – B. DePuy compiling list of most needed
repairs
Mr. Lance said that he spoke to Bob DePuy about the building. There are
many repairs needed to the property which will be expensive. Mr. Seal
said that before we spend a great deal of money on the building, it
should be determined who owns it. He has been told that the building
was turned over to the township with the stipulation that it cannot be sold,
but nothing in writing to this effect can be found. Mr. Lance said he
believes the township does own the building. Mr. Benbrook suggested
checking with the Assessor regarding ownership.
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9 – Bear Cave Road traffic – Township Engineer to give input
No action.

10 – Wastewater Management Plan – proposals received from Hatch Mott
MacDonald, Finelli Consulting Engineers; requesting revised proposals
No action.

11 – Heller Hill Road stone wall
No action.

COMMITTEE CORRESPONDENCE for information and possible action
1 – from Anita Ardia, re: Blairstown Senior Citizen Advisory Committee

Mr. Anderson will speak about this later during his committee report.

2 – from Edward Cetnar, NJ Emergency Management Section, re: Emergency
Management Assistance Funding for Federal Fiscal Year 2009
Mayor Mach said that this letter is a notification that the Blairstown
Emergency Management has received a grant in the amount of
$5,000.00.

3 – from Leslie Ruben, regarding Cell Phones for Soldiers
This matter was discussed earlier in the meeting.

4 – from Dawn Gallant, Blairstown Emergency Management Administrative
Assistant, requesting permission to donate broken cell phones to Cell
Phones for Soldiers
The Committee was in agreement that they would like to make this
donation to the worthy cause. Mr. Lance made a motion to donate the
cell phones to Cell Phones for Soldiers, which was seconded by Mr.
Lascari.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

5 – from Warren County Mosquito Control Commission, regarding possible
insecticide applications for adult mosquitoes
Mayor Mach explained that this is an acknowledgment from the County
indicating that they may spray for mosquitoes later in the year. This is
informational only and no action needs to be taken.

6 – from Shaun Petersen and Michele Canata, Mt. Vernon Road, regarding
driveway inspection and Certificate of Occupancy
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Mayor Mach explained that this is an on-going issue over an invoice for
$2,700 due to a guiderail that needed to be divided for a resident’s
driveway and an end piece added. Mayor Mach met with the owners
and they discussed deducting $500.00 from the bill. Mayor Mach asked
the Committee their thoughts on allowing this reduction. Mr. Seal said he
is against it because the homeowners got our state contract price.

Mr. Lascari made a motion to approve the $500.00 deduction in the
invoice, which was seconded by Mr. Lance. Mr. Seal reiterated his
objection and Mr. Anderson added that he feels that it would set a
dangerous precedent. He would rather see an extension in time for the
residents to make payment. The Committee agreed to allow a six month
extension to pay the full amount owed to the township. Mr. Lascari
withdrew his previous motion, and made a new motion to allow the
homeowners a six month extension in time to pay the $2,700.00 owed to
the township and to authorize the Construction Official to extend the
Temporary Certificate of Occupancy to cover the due date of
September 11, 2009. The motion was seconded by Mr. Lance.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE (See attached sheet)
There were no comments from the public on the General Correspondence.

FROM THE TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY
Mr. Benbrook had no further comments.

FROM THE TOWNSHIP CLERK
The Clerk had nothing to report.

FROM THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
COMMITTEEMAN ANDERSON
Mr. Anderson reported that the new Police Records Clerk, Lisa Whitesell, is a
great addition to the department. Sergeant Losey and Office Steckel are in the
process of becoming EMT’s. They are just about finished with the training.

Mr. Anderson attended the recent Historical Preservation Commission meeting.
They would like to come before the Committee at a upcoming meeting to
discuss their future direction.

Mr. Anderson read a letter from Anita Ardia, announcing that today is her 70th

wedding anniversary. Mr. Anderson said that the Senior Advisory Committee
has submitted a financial account of their activities. The seniors have decided
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that they would like to remain an arm of the Blairstown Township government
rather than form their own non-profit organization.

The Committee has requested that Peg Scannelli be appointed as a member of
their Senior Advisory Committee. Mr. Anderson made a motion to appoint Peg
Scannelli to the Senior Advisory Committee, which was seconded by Mr. Seal.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

Mr. Anderson said that the State Fire Marshall is requiring an additional exit door
at the back of the building. Mr. Anderson would like to hire an architect for this
door to make sure that it is designed properly. Mr. Anderson made a motion to
hire Houghton Quarry Warr to design this exit door at a price not to exceed
$2,000.00, which was seconded by Mr. Lascari.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

COMMITTEEMAN LANCE

Mr. Lance reported that the budget this year is down about $14,000 from last
year. He has been working with Mayor Mach on the 2009 budget. The budget
has been reduced for the last four years, but there is little more that can be cut.
The township has been using about $1M in surplus each year, but this cannot
keep being done. There is a deficit in the water company of $45,543 that the
taxpayers have to make up.

In response to a question from Mayor Mach, Mr. Lance said that supposedly
there will be a 2% reduction in State Aid to the municipalities this year. Yards
Creek is considered State Aid, which would mean a $60,000 reduction. Mr.
Lance emphasized that it will be difficult to maintain a 0% municipal tax rate in
the future.

Mr. Lance spoke about a communication he received from Sternburg Lighting
Inc. regarding LED street lighting that uses 50% less electricity. Since there are
State programs being offered to subsidize energy efficient lighting, this might be
something worthwhile to look into.

COMMITTEEMAN LASCARI
Mr. Lascari will be writing to Service Electric Cable TV regarding an extension of
cable to a section of Blairstown. He will forward the letter to Mr. Benbrook for
approval before sending it.
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The Environmental Commission will be sending a recommendation to the
Committee regarding becoming a Green Town. The Commission is waiting for
direction from the Township Committee on digital maps.

There will be a safety drill at North Warren High School on March 23, 2009.
Blairstown Emergency Management will be participating. Also, the high school
will be holding a budget session for the public on March 31st.

Mr. Lascari spoke about the Walnut Valley Fire House repairs that are needed,
specifically the doors. Mr. Seal said that he and the Department of Public Works
are aware of the needed repairs. The back half of the roof was replaced last
year to keep down costs.

COMMITTEEMAN SEAL
Mr. Seal said that there are approximately 25-plus street name signs missing from
the streets. In some areas the signs are missing and some areas the posts also
need to be replaced. The Committee was in agreement that they need to be
replaced.

Mr. Seal questioned the generator in place at the fire house on Stillwater Road.
He believed that it had to be hard wired and on a par with the one at the
Municipal Building. Mr. Anderson responded that the fire house is to be an
emergency center in the event of seismic activity and it does not have to be
hard wired. The portable generator in place at the fire station is the one
required by law.

Mr. Lance discussed a memorandum from the CFO regarding a mistake in the
fuel billing whereby the school was not being properly reimbursed for the
discounted amount for their fuel usage. The amount that should have been
reimbursed to the school is $591.04. Mr. Lance suggested giving the school a
credit for this amount. Mr. Lance made a motion to this effect, which was
seconded by Mr. Lascari.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

MAYOR MACH
Mayor Mach discussed the fact that COAH is in the process of reviewing our
petition and we are beginning to get some preliminary feedback. COAH
recently asked for information regarding Blairstown’s Administrative Agent.
Mayor Mach said that when Blairstown originally appointed a MHL, this position
included all the duties of the Administrative Agent except for marketing
functions. Mayor Mach suggested either adjusting the ordinance to include the
Administrative Agent duties or to ask Theresa Tamburro to find a candidate. The
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Committee was in agreement that amending the ordinance would be the best
route to take.

Mayor Mach announced that he would like the Committee to appoint two new
members to the Shade Tree Committee, which will bring the committee to a full
membership with seven members. The two new members are John Burke and
Mark Slater. Mr. Lance made the motion to appoint John Burke and Mark Slater
as members of the Shade Tree Committee for three year terms ending on
December 31, 2011. The motion was seconded by Mr. Seal.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

Mayor Mach stated that Eric Usinowicz of the Public Works Department recently
completed core training which is a requirement of the Community Forestry
Management Plan. He thanked Mr. Seal for arranging this.

Mayor Mach announced that there will be a meeting on March 18th regarding
shared services.
Mayor Mach will be attending.

Ralph Price, Construction Official, has asked if the Committee would like him to
attend a four day program on Floodplain Insurance Program. He has also asked
the three other municipalities he works for. Successful completion of the
program will result in a 35% to 45% reduction in flood insurance for the township.
There is no cost to attend, but Mr. Price would like the municipality to pay for
lodging, meals and mileage. After discussion, the Committee agreed that if at
least one other town agreed to share the costs, it would be worthwhile to have
Mr. Price attend.

Mayor Mach said that there has been much interest from residents for a Spring
Clean-up. Mayor Mach suggested a six day spring clean-up, which would be
Thursday, Friday and Saturday for two consecutive weeks. Mayor Mach also
suggested advertising the clean-up by sending notices to residents as an insert
in the Free Press. Our Columbia residents would have to be mailed directly, as
the Press cannot mail only to Blairstown Columbia residents. The Committee
decided to hold Spring Clean-up on April 16, 17 and 18 and April 23, 24 and 25.
Mr. Lascari made a motion to this effect. Each resident will be entitled to two
vouchers, and township pick-up will be available to residents with valid
handicapped parking permits. Mr. Lance seconded this motion.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

FROM THE PUBLIC
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Eugene Woznicki, Shannon Lane, thanked the Committee for adjusting the rates
on the snowplowing ordinance. He also spoke about the effects of the gypsy
moths on Gaisler Road to Maple Lane. He said many of the trees cannot take
another year of damage.
Mayor Mach replied that he attended a seminar regarding gypsy moths and
the State is only spraying 2,000 acres in the entire State of New Jersey. In places
where the State does spray, it is only at the front yard at the road. They will not
be spraying the deep woods. In addition the egg mass survey shows that the
predators and parasites have taken care of about two-thirds of the gypsy moth
infestation. For these reasons, the Committee opted to not participate in the
spraying program.

Mary Flynn, Conrad Court, asked about the limit per household for taking items
to the landfill. She also wanted to know if the Committee would consider going
back to curbside pick-up. The Committee answered that there is no plan for this
at the present.

Ms. Flynn asked about our representation at the county level with regard to the
budget. Mr. Lance explained to her how the county budget process works.

As there were no other comments from the public, Mayor Mach asked for
motion to adjourn. Mr. Seal made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was
seconded by Mr. Lance with all members voting in favor. The meeting was
adjourned at 10:15 pm.

Submitted by:

Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC
Municipal Clerk


