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TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN
SPECIAL COMMITTEE MEETING

MONDAY, May 18, 2009 – 4:30 PM
TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING

M I N U T E S
OPENING; ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mach. Those present were Mayor
Mach, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Lance, Mr. Lascari, and Mr. Seal. Also present were
Clerk Pizzaia and Township Attorney Robert Benbrook (arrived at 4:47pm).

The FLAG SALUTE was conducted.

CLOSED SESSION – Possible Litigation – Oil Tank Remediation
Mayor Mach announced that Closed Session would not be held because all
interested parties could not be present.

SUNSHINE STATEMENT: Notice of this meeting has been sent to three newspapers of
general circulation noting the date, time and agenda thereof in accordance with
the Open Public Meetings Act.

Resolution tabled from May 13, 2009 Regular Meeting
R.2009-077 Authorization to Hire Wesley Geczi as Driver/Laborer in DPW

Mr. Seal made a motion to approve Resolution 2009-077, which was seconded by
Mr. Lascari. Mr. Seal said that this appointment is not a new position; it is a
replacement due to a resignation of the DPW employee. Mr. Lance pointed out
that spending cuts were made by the DPW Supervisor in order to make this
appointment. Mr. Lascari suggested lowering the starting salary to $16 per hour and
extending the probationary period to six months. Mr. Seal said that this employee is
being started at $18 per hour because he has been working for the township
already and an $18 an hour salary was discussed during his interview. After
discussion, the terms of the resolution remained at $18 per hour with a 3 month
probationary period.

Mayor Mach asked if Mr. Geczi was aware that, as junior DPW employee, his tenure
may be short, considering the recent layoffs and the possibility of more cuts next
year. Mayor Mach wanted it clearly understood that if there are budgetary
problems next year, the DPW personnel will be looked at first.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

DISCUSSION: Paulina Dam repairs
Ted Rodman, Township Engineer, introduced Carl Montana, an expert on dams.
Mr. Montana gave a brief summary of his resume, which included a history of
working on dam issues for 45 years. He is currently working on the dam in High
Bridge, which is also being considered for hydroelectric power.



Minutes – May 18, 2009 Special Meeting Page 2 of 2

Mr. Rodman has been speaking with Mr. Ritchie at the DEP. There is a June 1st

deadline for a plan of action. A decision needs to be made on whether the
Committee wants to repair the dam or to breach it. Mayor Mach said his
understanding is that the cost of breaching would be about the same as repairing.
Mr. Montana said that it is impossible to know the costs until an engineering
assessment is made. He said the DEP’s main concerns at this point are the stability
of the dam, protection of the abutment areas, and seepage through the left bunk.

Mr. Montana explained what is involved in removal of a dam, such as notification of
affected property owners, possible sediment contamination, and stabilization of
exposed channels. At this preliminary stage, Mr. Montana believes that it would be
less expensive to repair the Paulina Dam than to breach it because John Ritchie of
the DEP said that he did not believe that stabilization was a problem.

Mr. Montana said to satisfy the State on the June 1st deadline, the township must
write a letter
Indicating the schedule of what the township plans to do regarding Paulina Dam,
when the preliminary plans will be completed and when the final plans will be
completed.

Mr. Benbrook asked if he was correct in his understanding that if Mr. Montana were
to certify to the State that the dam is structurally sound, then all the township would
have to do is to raise the abutments and correct the seepage. Mr. Montana said
that this is correct. In response to Mr. Benbrook’s question on what this would cost,
Mr. Montana said he doesn’t want to guess an amount without knowledge of the
facts. He did say, however, the most work of this type costs at least $250,000.

Mr. Benbrook said that he feels the best course of action is to first pursue repairing
the dam, putting the hydro issue aside, and to next develop a plan to breach if
repairs are too expensive.

Mr. Rodman said that to get this moving, there will be a survey and temporary work
done to the abutment areas. Mr. Rodman said that no action needs to be taken
by the Committee tonight. Mr. Montana will assess the situation and come back to
the Committee with options, costs and his recommendations.

DISCUSSION: Bid specifications for purchase of fire tanker
Mr. Lascari announced that there will be a meeting at the Municipal Building
tomorrow, May 19th at 4:30pm with Mr. Benbrook, Mr. Wysowaty and representatives
of the Fire Company. After this meeting, the bid specifications will be updated. Mr.
Lascari asked if the Committee felt it necessary to have a Special Meeting to
accept the bid specifications. Mr. Lance said that it could be approved tonight
contingent upon Attorney review. The Committee was in agreement that a Special
Meeting was not necessary.

Mr. Lascari made a motion to have a Committee made up of Mayor Mach, Mr.
Lascari, and Mr. Benbrook review and formulate bid specifications to go out for bid.
Mayor Mach seconded the motion.
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Roll call vote: AYE – Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach
ABSENT – Anderson

PUBLIC COMMENT
Daniel Vasquez came before the Committee for permission to pursue an Eagle
Scout project. He is proposing to build and install benches at Sycamore Park. The
benches would be placed around the fencing surrounding the large sycamore
tree. He supplied the Committee with a project outline that detailed the materials
to be used and a day-to-day activity schedule. Mr. Vasquez has insurance through
the Scouts for the project. He will also be putting in a flower garden.

Mr. Vasquez asked if any permits would be needed for this project. Mr. Seal said
that any necessary permit fees should be waived. Mr. Seal made a motion to
approve this project, which was seconded by Mr. Lance. All members voted in
favor.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Lascari, which was seconded by
Mr. Seal, with all members is favor.

Submitted by:

Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC
Municipal Clerk


