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TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN
REGULAR COMMITTEE MEETING

MUNICIPAL BUILDING
Wednesday, June 10, 2009, 6:30 PM

M I N U T E S

Regular meeting agenda begins at 7:30 PM or immediately following Closed
Session, whichever comes last.

OPENING; ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order by Deputy Mayor Lascari. Those present were
Mr. Anderson, Mr. Lance, Deputy Mayor Lascari, and Mr. Seal. Also present were
Clerk Pizzaia and Township Attorney Robert Benbrook. Mayor Mach was
absent.

FLAG SALUTE
The flag salute was held.

SUNSHINE STATEMENT
Deputy Mayor Lascari read the following statement: Notice of this meeting has
been sent to three newspapers of general circulation in which notice was given of
the date, time, place and general agenda in accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act.

CLOSED SESSION – Potential Litigation – Oil Tank Remediation; Contract Negotiations
– Sale of Water Company
Mr. Seal made a motion to enter into Closed Session to discuss the above listed
items, which was seconded by Mr. Lance. All members voted in favor.

WHEREAS, the Blairstown Township Committee needs to discuss matters
relating to the issues as listed above; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee believes it to be in the best interest of
the public to discuss such matters in closed session;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the
Township of Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that it shall meet
in Executive Session to discuss only the matters mentioned above, the results of
which may be made public immediately thereafter or at a later date.

Dated: June 10, 2009
Attest:

Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC
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Municipal Clerk

RESULTS OF CLOSED SESSION
Deputy Mayor Lascari explained that Core Environmental Services will be
performing boring samples of the soil at the Community Center. Mr. Lance made a
motion to pay Core Environmental $4,820.25 to perform the geoprobes, which was
seconded by Mr. Anderson.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal
ABSENT - Mach

Deputy Mayor Lascari said the Committee is in the process of receiving bids for the
removal of the contaminated soil at the Community Center.

PUBLIC COMMENT (up to 5 speakers/3 minutes each)
Fred Bauer, Mountain Terrace, requested that Mountain Terrace be added to the
list for snow removal reimbursement. He also requested that the road be accepted
as a township road. Mr. Benbrook said that he needs to review the statute to
determine if the documents presented to the Committee qualify Mountain Terrace
residents as a homeowners’ association.

As far as the street becoming a township road, Mr. Benbrook said that this is not a
legal issue, but a policy issue on the part of the Committee. Mr. Benbrook added
that at the time of the development of this road, it was made very clear that the
township would never make this road a township road. Mr. Benbrook advised Mr.
Bauer that the Mountain Terrace residents would need to hire an engineer to
determine what improvements are necessary to bring this road up to township
standards, after which the Committee would decide if they want to accept the
road as a Class I township road.

Carol Cook, Four Corners Road, asked that the County be kept apprised of the
situation at the Community Center. She is concerned about the Nutrition Program
that was taking place at this location. Deputy Mayor Lascari asked Mr. Anderson to
follow up with Susan Lennon regarding this matter.

Mrs. Cook asked if the Committee has a five-year plan in place. She is concerned
about expenditures in light of the recent unforeseen bills the Committee has been
faced with.

MINUTES
May 13, 2009 – Regular Meeting and Closed Session
May 18, 2009 – Special Meeting

A motion was made by Mr. Seal to approve the minutes, which was seconded by
Mr. Lance, with all members in favor.

June 3, 2009 – Special Meeting and Closed Session (Mr. Lance was absent)
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A motion was made by Mr. Anderson to approve the minutes, which was seconded
by Mr. Seal, with all members in favor, except Mr. Lance, who abstained.

PRESENTATION by Patrick Sheehy – Eagle Scout Project
Patrick Sheehy presented his project, which is the construction of a gravel parking
lot on Dry Road. Mr. Sheehy has gotten permission from the land owner, Bob
Canace, and has gotten permission from residents on Dry Road. The parking lot will
be located at the entrance of a Green Acres hiking trail. He will also be cleaning
out a part of the trail itself, which is overgrown. Mr. Lance made a motion to grant
permission to Patrick Sheehy to construct the parking lot. The motion was seconded
by Mr. Anderson. Deputy Mayor Lascari explained that he felt he should refrain
because the project is located very close to his residence.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Seal
ABSTAIN – Lascari
ABSENT – Mach

ORDINANCE NO. 2009-08 – AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR DPW EQUIPMENT AND
ROAD IMPROVEMENTS ENUMERATED WITHIN FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN AND
TO PROVIDE FOR THE FUNDING THEREOF Adoption, Second Reading
Committee Discussion
There was no Committee discussion on Ordinance 2009-08.

Public Hearing – Open/Close
Deputy Mayor Lascari opened the Public Hearing. As there were no comments
from the public, Deputy Mayor Lascari closed the Public Hearing.

Mr. Lance made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2009-08 on second reading, which
was seconded by Mr. Seal.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal
ABSENT – Mach

ORDINANCE NO. 2009-09 – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED
“AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES AND WAGES OF THE OFFICIALS, APPOINTEES
AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY SALARY RANGE” Adoption, Second Reading
Committee Discussion
There was no Committee discussion on Ordinance 2009-09.

Public Hearing – Open/Close
Deputy Mayor Lascari opened the Public Hearing. Mary Flynn asked why the
patrolmen were not listed in this ordinance. Deputy Mayor Lascari responded that
they are covered by their contract. As there were no further questions or
comments from the public, Deputy Mayor Lascari closed the Public Hearing.
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Mr. Lance made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2009-09 on second reading, which
was seconded by Mr. Anderson.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal
ABSENT – Mach

ORDINANCE NO. 2009-10 – AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF CERTAIN
LANDS OWNED BY THE TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN AND IDENTIFIED ON THE TAX MAP
AS BLOCK 1208, LOT 9
Introduction – First Reading
Committee Discussion
Mr. Benbrook explained that Block 1208, Lot 9 is the small piece of property
between the old Blairstown Press building and Dale’s Market. This ordinance needs
to be adopted in order to sell the property.

Mr. Lance made a motion to approve Ordinance 2009-10 on first reading, which
was seconded by Mr. Seal.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal
ABSENT – Mach

ORDINANCE NO. 2009-11 – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED,
“BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OF $1,500,000
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF MUNICIPAL BUILDING AND ASSOCIATED SITE
IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN, IN THE COUNTY OF
WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,425,000 BONDS OR
NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION” –
Introduction, First Reading
Committee Discussion - There was no Committee discussion on the ordinance.

Mr. Lance made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2009-11 on first reading, which was
seconded by Mr. Seal.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal
ABSENT – Mach

ORDINANCE NO. 2009-12 – AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE PURCHASE OF A
FIRE TANKER AND APPURTENANCES FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE FUNDING THEREOF – Introduction, First Reading
Committee Discussion – Deputy Mayor Lascari explained that this ordinance was for
the purchase of a new fire tanker for Blairstown Hose Company No. 1.

Deputy Mayor Lascari made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2009-12 on first reading,
which was seconded by Mr. Anderson.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal
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ABSENT – Mach

Public Comment on the Consent Agenda Items Only
Carol Cook said that it was her understanding that there would be no hiring of
summer help for the DPW. Mr. Seal said that last year there were three summer help
employees. This year there will be only one. There were no further questions or
comments from the public on the Consent Agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA INCLUDING RESOLUTIONS
1 – R.2009-093 Authorization to Pay Bills
2 – R.2009-094 Review of Audit
3 – R.2009-095 Renewal of Liquor Licenses
4 – R.2009-096 Hiring of Summer Help for Department of Public Works
5 – R.2009-097 Fixing the Salaries and Wages of Officials, Appointees and

Employees

Mr. Anderson made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, which was
seconded by Mr. Seal.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal
ABSENT – Mach

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Clerk – May Report
Construction – May Report
Finance – May Report
Police Department – May Report
Public Works Department – May Fuel Report
Tax Collector – May Report
Animal Control Officer – 1st Quarter Report
Warren County Health Department – June 5, 2009

Mr. Lance made a motion to accept the Department Reports, which was
seconded by Mr. Anderson, with all members in favor.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1 – Rte. 94 Traffic Concerns – State approval for Pedestrian Crossing Sign

received for Carhart Street

Deputy Mayor Lascari would like further communication with Debbie Hirt of
the DOT for updated information, since this has been ongoing for a long
period of time. Mr. Seal pointed out that the DOT said that this matter is
being studied, but Deputy Mayor Lascari said that there should have been
some progress by now.
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2 – JCP&L billing – Deputy Mayor Lascari in process inputting data

No action taken.

3 – Senior Citizen Advisory Committee – Options under consideration

Mr. Anderson said that there is nothing new to report on this subject.

4 – Main Street concerns – Informational meeting held on 3/23

Deputy Mayor Lascari would like to have a discussion on this at the July
meeting. He hopes to have a written report on the March meeting ready
at this time.

5 – Review of Noise Control Ordinance – Model ordinance received

No action taken.

6 – Cedar Lake Horse Farm – waiting for RFP from State

The Clerk reported that Marci Green of the DEP has contacted her stating
that a draft of the RFP has been completed. It is with the Attorney General’s
Office for comment and review, and when it is approved for release, she will
forward a copy to us.

7 – Repairs to Givens Belet building – B. DePuy compiling list of most needed
repairs

Mr. Seal said that Mr. DePuy has been going through a difficult period with
the death of his wife. The Committee was in agreement that this building
needs a great deal of expensive repairs. No action taken.

8 – Wastewater Management Plan – requesting revised proposals from Hatch
Mott MacDonald, Finelli; letter sent to DEP

Mr. Lance said that this item is on hold.

9 – Heller Hill Road stone wall

Mr. Seal said that this is no economical way to resolve this problem. Mr.
Rodman has looked into this and he has no recommendations. This item will
be removed from the list.

10 – Service Electric Cable TV – extension of cable service

Deputy Mayor Lascari said that the township should speak with the cable
company about extending service when it is time to renew the franchise
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agreement. Mr. Benbrook said that it has been attempted in the past and
Service Electric will not entertain any requests for extension.

11 – Digital Maps/Environmental Commission

Mr. Lance said that these maps are available from David Dech of the Warren
County Planning Department. Deputy Mayor Lascari will contact him for
these maps.

12 – Fire tanker bid specifications

Deputy Mayor Lascari said that this is in progress. The bid advertisement will
be in the newspapers next week and the bid opening is planned for July 22nd.

COMMITTEE CORRESPONDENCE for information and possible action
1 – from Rita Kelley, Tax Collector, submitting letter of resignation effective June

30, 2009

Mr. Lance made a motion to accept Rita Kelley’s letter of resignation with
regrets, which was seconded by Mr. Anderson.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal
ABSENT – Mach

2 – from Everardo Clavel, M.D., submitting letter of resignation as Township
Physician as of June 18, 2009

Mr. Seal stated that Dr. Clavel has served Blairstown Township for 34 years.
Mr. Seal made a motion to accept Dr. Clavel’s resignation with regrets, which
was seconded by Mr. Lance.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal
ABSENT – Mach

3 – from David Diehl, Zoning Official, re: Status of 83 Union Brick Road

Deputy Mayor Lascari explained that this is an on-going situation of a
property that is virtually a garbage dump. Mr. Diehl is asking for the
Committee to take action on this. Mr. Benbrook recommended that the
Committee direct Mr. Diehl to request that Warren County Health
Department issue a summons and for Mr. Diehl to issue one under our local
ordinance. Mr. Lance made a motion to this effect, which was seconded
by Mr. Anderson.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal
ABSENT - Mach
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4 – from David Diehl, Zoning Official, re: Business Directional Sign Request for
Richard’s Custom Frames, Route 94 and Carhart Street

Mr. Anderson made a motion to approve this request, which was seconded
by Mr. Lance with all members in favor.

5 – from Ralph Price, Construction Official, re: 2000 Ford Explorer

It was the consensus of opinion that Mr. Price should use the township car
whenever possible. Mr. Seal will discuss the condition of the Ford Explorer with
Mr. Price to determine what needs to be done. Police Director Krisak was
directed to have this vehicle inspected.

6 – from Committeeman Frank Anderson, re: Deer Run Road

Mr. Anderson reported that he travelled the road and reviewed the degree
of difficulty. He feels that the road is not difficult to plow and does not
recommend changing the difficulty rating in the ordinance.

7 – from Robert A. Pruznick, Executive Director, The Arc of Warren County,
requesting donation
Mr. Lance said that this is a great program and he wishes that this request
had come before the Committee before the budget was put together. The
Committee was in agreement that there was no money available in the
budget for this. Mayor Mach and the Clerk will respond to this letter.

8 – from Thomas Krisak, Police Director, regarding step increase for Officers Kyle
Dalrymple and Jonathan Bee

Director Krisak explained that Officers Dalrymple and Bee are approaching
their anniversary dates and are due their step increase in accordance with
the Police Contract. They are going from Class III to Class II. Mr. Anderson
made a motion to approve the step increases to Officers Dalrymple and Bee,
which was seconded by Mr. Seal.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal
ABSENT – Mach

9 – from Joel McGreen, Open Space Chair, re: ANJEC Grant for Blairstown
Farmland Plan

This correspondence states that the ANJEC Grant was not approved. No
action was taken on this matter.

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE (See attached sheet)
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There were no comments or questions regarding the General Correspondence.

DISCUSSION on Status of Paulina Dam – Ted Rodman
referencing letter dated May 29, 2009 from Paul Couvrette, P.E., French &
Parrello Associates, to John H. Moyle, Bureau of Dam Safety & Flood Control,
NJDEP

Mr. Rodman summarized the situation regarding the Paulina Dam. In September of
2008, Blairstown received a letter from the Department of Environmental Protection,
directing the township to make repairs to the dam by June of 2009. Carl Montana,
a dam specialist, was consulted and discussions with the DEP took place. We have
until June 30, 2009 to submit plans for temporary repairs to the abutments. There is
an October 1, 2009 deadline to submit an analysis report for the permanent
rehabilitation of the dam.

The Committee had a discussion on whether to rehabilitate the dam or to remove
it. The Committee decided to make repairs, with a possibility of having
hydroelectric power at the dam. There is a March 1, 2010 deadline to submit an
application for selective alternative design.

Mr. Rodman discussed a temporary fix of utilizing sandbags in the event of a storm.
This plan will be formally submitted to the DEP for approval. The sandbags are
required to be piled four feet high and will require a great deal of manpower. Mr.
Rodman suggested that perhaps a contractor could be on hand to fill the
sandbags and to position them in the case of an emergency.

Mr. Rodman said that no action needed to be taken tonight. The purpose of his
appearance tonight was to make the Committee aware of what was being done
and the timeline involved.
FROM THE TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY
Mr. Benbrook had nothing to report.

FROM THE TOWNSHIP CLERK
The 2009 approved budget has been placed on the township website. It can be
found on the Township Committee page.

FROM THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
COMMITTEEMAN ANDERSON
Mr. Anderson stated that Recreation flyers are available for summer programs.
Many programs are available.

Anita Ardia of the Senior Advisory Committee has requested that a flyer be inserted
with the next tax bill for mailing. The flyer is a questionnaire for seniors and others
who may need assistance.
Mr. Benbrook will give a legal opinion on the flyer and will contact Mrs. Ardia
regarding his recommendation.
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COMMITTEEMAN LANCE
Mr. Lance reported that he, Deputy Mayor Lascari and Mr. Rodman attended a
meeting with the DOT regarding the redecking of the bridge over the Paulinskill trail.
The state has indicated that there will be lane closures for a couple of days
beginning June 12th.

COMMITTEEMAN LASCARI
Deputy Mayor Lascari announced that the North Warren Regional High School

graduation ceremony will take place on Wednesday, June 17th.

The Environmental Commission is working on the Sustainable Jersey certification.

At the May 13th meeting, Deputy Mayor Lascari made a motion to close the
Recycling Center on Wednesdays commencing on May 18th. He intended to
make a motion to end the Wednesday Recycling Center hours beginning on July
1st. Maureen DeSimone has been working at the Recycling Center on Wednesdays
without pay until the Committee can reverse the May 18th date and change it to
July 1st. Deputy Mayor Lascari made a motion to this effect and to also pay Mrs.
DeSimone for the hours she has worked on Wednesday from May 18th to date. The
motion was seconded by Mr. Anderson.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal
ABSENT – Mach

The Clean Communities Day took place last Saturday and went well.

Deputy Mayor Lascari announced that the Committee wishes to appoint Dawn
Gallant as Tax Collector to fill the position vacated by the resignation of Rita Kelley.
Deputy Mayor Lascari made a motion to terminate Mrs. Gallant in her positions of
Assistant Tax Assessor and Assistant Tax Collector as of the end of the business day
on June 30th. Mr. Lance seconded the motion.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal
ABSENT – Mach

Deputy Mayor Lascari made a motion to appoint Dawn Gallant as Tax Collector to
work three days per week at an annual salary of $50,000. Ms. Gallant will also work
2 ½ to 3 weeks each quarter prior to taxes being due. Mr. Lance seconded the
motion.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal
ABSENT – Mach

COMMITTEEMAN SEAL



MINUTES – June 10, 2009 Regular Meeting Page 11 of 11

Mr. Seal announced that there will be a memorial service for Eileen DePuy, wife of
Public Works Director Robert DePuy, on Saturday, June 13th at Newbaker’s Funeral
Home.

Mr. Seal would like to see some kind of recognition for Dr. Clavel for his many years
of service to the township. There was a discussion on when this could be done,
since Dr. Clavel will be leaving the country for some time in the near future. The
Committee was in agreement that a plaque would be a fitting tribute for Dr. Clavel.

FROM THE PUBLIC
Herman Shoemaker, Bingham Lane, said that he feels that a formal tribute for Dr.
Clavel could be held after he returns from the Phillipines. The Committee said that
this is a possibility.

He reported that Bebe Books and Beans is closed, Imagine Computers has moved
out and the theatre is closed.

Paul Avery, Mohican Road, said that he would like the Main Street situation moved
to the forefront. He thought the meeting in March went well and would like the
Committee to stay on top of this. Deputy Mayor Lascari said that, as stated earlier,
the Committee will address this at the July meeting. The Committee has had to
address emergencies during the last couple of meetings, but plans to bring the
Main Street issue back to the forefront.

Thomas Palmieri, East Avenue, asked the Committee about the dirt pile at the
Community Center and when it might be moved. Mr. Benbrook stated that it has to
go out for bid. Mr. Lance said that it will take at least 60 days to begin the removal
process. Mr. Benbrook and Mr. Rodman said that they will work together to prepare
bid specifications.

Fred Cook, Four Corners Road, asked about the status of the State loan for Gorab -
Phase I. Mr. Anderson replied that the township received conditional notice that
the loan was approved, but the state has not released official notification as of yet.

Mr. Anderson said that the Rotary is asking for police coverage at the Fourth of July
event. However, he has heard that the Rotary will be charging for parking this year.
Mr. Anderson is questioning whether the police should assist at no charge if the
Rotary is making money on the parking.

Mr. Shoemaker, a member of the Rotary, stated that they will be charging for
parking this year to make up for a loss of money by another organization last year.
It is Mr. Shoemaker’s understanding that police coverage has been arranged for
with Office in Charge Losey.
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As there were no further comments from the public, Mr. Lance made a motion to
adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Mr. Anderson with all members in
favor. The meeting was adjourned at 9:42 pm.

Submitted by:

Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC
Municipal Clerk


