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TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN
REGULAR COMMITTEE MEETING

MUNICIPAL BUILDING
Wednesday, September 9, 2009, 6:30 PM

M I N U T E S

Regular meeting begins at 7:30 PM or immediately following Closed Session,
whichever comes last.

OPENING; ROLL CALL
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mach. Those present were Mayor
Mach, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Lance, Mr. Lascari, and Mr. Seal. Also present were
Clerk Pizzaia and Township Attorney Robert Benbrook.

FLAG SALUTE
The flag salute was conducted.

SUNSHINE STATEMENT
Mayor Mach read the following statement: Notice of this meeting has been
sent to three newspapers of general circulation in which notice was given of the
date, time, place and general agenda in accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act.

CLOSED SESSION – Possible Litigation – Soil Remediation; Possible Litigation – Sale of
Township Property

Mr. Seal made a motion to enter closed session, which was seconded by Mr.
Lance, with all members voting in favor.

WHEREAS, the Blairstown Township Committee needs to discuss matters
relating to the issues as listed above; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee believes it to be in the best interest of
the public to discuss such matters in Closed Session;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the
Township of Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that it shall meet
in Closed Session to discuss only the matters mentioned above, the results of
which may be made public immediately thereafter or at a later date.

Dated: September 9, 2009

Attest:
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Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC

RESULTS OF CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Seal made a motion to come out of Closed Session, which was seconded by
Mr. Lance with all members in favor.

Mayor Mach stated that the soil remediation at the Community Center was
discussed at length. The Committee would like a proposal from a professional
remediation firm for the necessary work. Mayor Mach said that the Committee will
hire Whitman to prepare a proposal, detailing the necessary steps regarding the
remaining remediation work to be completed at the Community Center. This
proposal is to be delivered to the Township Committee by October 1, 2009, in order
that the Committee can review it before the October meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT (up to 5 speakers/3 minutes each)

Peter McKenna, Mohican Road, spoke about controlling spending. He presented a
handout which shows the financial situation facing the township and its residents.
He feels that in the present economic recession, the Committee should think about
the implications to the residents before approving any unnecessary expenditures.

Theresa Cyler, Benton Road, asked about the department reports on the agenda.
She wanted to know why there was no report from the Recreation Department.
She also would like to see all of the department reports on the township website.
Mr. Lascari said that he would look into this. Mayor Mach also said that these
reports are available at any time during business hours in the Clerk’s Office.

Margaret Thomas, Dry Road, spoke about security in the office area of the
Municipal Building. She asked if there was ever a problem with security in the
building. Mr. Anderson responded that there was an attempted break-in of the
Police Department at the inside door between the administrative offices and the
Police area. She objected to the Historic Preservation Commission members being
referred to as the “general public.” Mr. Anderson said that by general public, he
meant non-governmental employees. Mr. Anderson asked Mrs. Thomas if her point
was to be given a key to the building, to which she replied it was. Mr. Anderson
said that the Committee addressed this issue at a previous meeting and the entire
Committee is in agreement that it is in the best interest of building security that no
keys be given to non-governmental employees.

MINUTES
August 12, 2009 – Regular Meeting and Closed Session

Mr. Lance made a motion to approve the minutes, which was seconded
by Mr. Seal.

All members voted in favor of approving the Regular and Closed Session
minutes.
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August 24, 2009 – Special Meeting and Closed Session (Mr. Lance absent)

Mr. Lascari made a motion to approve the minutes, which was seconded
by Mr. Anderson. All members voted in favor of approving the Special and
Closed Session minutes, with the exception of Mr. Lance, who abstained.

ORDINANCE NO. 2009-18 – AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPTER 131 OF THE CODE
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN ENTITLED “LOITERING” – Adoption, Second
Reading
Committee Discussion
There was no discussion by the Committee on Ordinance 2009-18.

Public Hearing
Mayor Mach opened the Public Hearing to the audience. Anita Ardia, Dry Road,
asked what this ordinance was about. Mr. Benbrook explained that it is necessary
to repeal this ordinance because it is inconsistent with State Statute. As there were
no other questions or comments from the public, Mayor Mach closed the public
hearing.

Mr. Lance made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2009-18 on second reading, which
was seconded by Mr. Lascari.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

Public Comment on the Consent Agenda Items Only
There were no comments or questions on the Consent Agenda from the public.

CONSENT AGENDA INCLUDING RESOLUTIONS
1 – R.2009-140 Authorization to Pay Bills
2 – R.2009-141 Appointment of Emergency Management Coordinator

Mr. Seal made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, which was seconded by
Mr. Lance.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Clerk – August Report
Construction – August Report
Finance – August Report
Police Department – August Report
Public Works Department – August Fuel Report
Tax Collector – August Report

Mr. Lascari made a motion to accept the Department Reports, which was
seconded by Mr. Anderson. Mr. Lascari indicated that he would like to see last
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year’s fuel usage on the Public Works report for comparison purposes. All members
voted in favor of accepting the Department Reports.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1 – Rte. 94 traffic concerns – State approval for Pedestrian Crossing Sign received

for Carhart St.
Mr. Lance asked about the pedestrian crossing sign. Clerk Pizzaia responded
that the paperwork for the State is being completed.

2 – JCP&L billing – Mr. Lascari in process inputting data
No action taken.

3 – Senior Citizen Advisory Committee – options under consideration
No action taken.

4 – Main Street concerns – road striping; feral cats
No action taken.

5 – Review of Noise Control Ordinance – model ordinance received
No action taken.

6 – Cedar Lake Horse Farm – request for proposal released July 17th; due date
October 16th

Mayor Mach stated that there will be a pre-bid meeting at the Cedar Lake
horse farm on September 16th at 10:30. Interested parties may attend the
meeting for information and to ask questions.

7 – Repairs to Givens Belet building – B. DePuy compiling list of most needed
repairs
No action taken.

8 – Service Electric Cable TV – extension of cable service
Mr. Lascari plans to have a list ready by the next meeting of the roads that
are requesting service.

9 – Engine braking – review possibility of enacting ordinance (sample ordinance
from Hope Township received)

No action taken.

COMMITTEE CORRESPONDENCE for information and possible action
1 – from Patricia Sagan, Recreation Director, regarding report of participation in

Blairstown Sports Programs by Hardwick, Frelinghuysen and Knowlton
Townships
Mr. Anderson discussed this report in detail, which breaks down the expenses
for the various sports programs and the cost share for Hardwick, Frelinghuysen
and Knowlton. Mr. Anderson indicated that Hardwick and Frelinghuysen
have cooperated with Blairstown with regard to reimbursing Blairstown for
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their share, but Knowlton has not reimbursed Blairstown. Instead, Knowlton
residents pay a higher fee to participate in Blairstown sports programs.

2 – from Patricia Sagan, Recreation Director, regarding request of North Warren
Band Parent Association to hold ice cream social at Footbridge Park on
September 20, 2009
Mr. Seal made a motion to approve this request, which was seconded by Mr.
Lance, with all members voting in favor.

3 – from Thomas J. Schaffer, PE, Schaffer Structural Systems, re: Septic System
Repair, Treatment Works Approval Application, 8 Maple Lane
Mr. Lance made a motion to approve the application by Shaffer Structural
Systems on behalf of Blair Academy. The motion was seconded by Mr.
Lascari.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

4 – from David J. Epstein, Pres., The Land Conservancy of New Jersey, re:
Resolution in Support of the Green Acres, Water Supply and Floodplain
Protection, and Farmland and Historic Preservation Act of 2009
Mayor Mach explained that this correspondence is in request of the
Committee’s support of a resolution to re-fund the Green Acres funding on
the state level for the municipalities. The Committee agreed to send this to
the Open Space Committee for their recommendation.

5 – from U.S. Census Bureau, regarding participation in 2010 Census New
Construction Program
The Committee was in agreement that this correspondence was not
applicable to the municipality. No action was taken.

6 – from Barbara Emery, CFO, regarding legal bills
Mayor Mach explained that these memoranda are a reminder that the
township does not have enough money allocated in this year’s budget to
cover the legal expenses incurred.

7 – Warren County Shared Services Agreement for Sharing Warren County Road
Equipment and Personnel between Warren County Municipalities and the
County of Warren – authorization for Mayor to sign
Mr. Lance made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign this agreement,
which was seconded by Mr. Lascari.

Mr. Seal asked if the township was locked into anything by signing this
agreement. Mayor Mach replied that either party can terminate the
agreement by giving a 30 day notice. Mr. Benbrook said that he has
reviewed the document and has no problem with the Mayor signing it.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach
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GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE (See attached sheet)
There were no comments or questions on the General Correspondence list.

FROM THE TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY
Mr. Benbrook had nothing to report.

FROM THE TOWNSHIP CLERK
Clerk Pizzaia reported that the State Fire Inspector made his final inspection today
and approved the installation of the rear exit door. All violations are now abated.

FROM THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
COMMITTEEMAN ANDERSON
Mr. Anderson said that he has received numerous questions on whether the Police
Department has been working after hours on overtime. He explained that the
officers’ presence around town after their normal hours is due to a State grant to
patrol for drunken drivers. This was a two week program. All overtime was paid
through grant monies.

The Police Department is investigating the recent vandalization of the North Warren
Regional High School. Since this is a repeat of malicious activity from last year, Mr.
Anderson is recommending that the police speak to the schools about the
installation of surveillance cameras.

With regard to the issuance of keys for access to the Municipal Building, Mr.
Anderson reiterated that the Township Committee and the Municipal Clerk are in
agreement that non-government employees should not be given keys to access
the building after hours. Mr. Anderson said that he has explained to Margaret
Thomas of the Historical Preservation Commission that he believes that the
Committee is doing what they feel is the right thing by not issuing keys for after hour
access.

Mr. Anderson further stated that he as well as other members of the Committee can
be called to open the building if a situation presents itself whereby members of the
Historical Preservation Commission need access to the building. Mr. Anderson read
the letter written to the Committee by Margaret Thomas as requested. This letter
outlines the reasons the Commission feels the Committee should issue a building key
for after hour access.

Mr. Lance added that he knows of no other municipality that issues keys to
committee or commission members. It was suggested that Givens Belet be used to
store the Commission’s items. Mrs. Thomas stated that this is not an option because
climate control is essential due to the nature of the items being stored. Mayor
Mach asked if Givens Belet could be used if a portion of the building were made
climate controlled to accommodate their items. It was estimated that a 10 ft. by
10 ft. space was needed for their purposes.
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Mr. Lascari requested that the Historical Preservation Commission members make a
list of the criteria needed to store their possessions and to bring it back to the
Committee. The Committee will try to come up with a solution when the criteria list
is received by them.

Mr. Shoemaker, Bingham Lane, said that perhaps Blair Academy might have
suitable storage space for the Commission to keep their possessions. The
Committee was in agreement that this could be a possible solution. Mr. Lascari said
that he would be willing to approach Mr. Frick on the subject once the criteria list is
received.

COMMITTEEMAN LANCE
Mr. Lance reported that the repaving of Walnut Valley Road will commence in the
next couple of days.

The Noe Road sidewalk grant paperwork is being completed by Ted Rodman for
submission to the State for DOT review. Hopefully, the design and engineering can
be started before the end of the year.

On Friday, September 11th, a memorial presentation for Jack Sweet will be held at
North Warren Regional High School.

Mr. Lance said that he has been looking into the water billing rates as requested by
Mr. Seal. Mr. Lance plans on having more information available on this subject for
the October meeting. Mr. Lance said that water rates will need to be raised.

Mr. Lance questioned a voucher for mileage submitted by an employee when the
township car is available. The employee had issues on whether the vehicle was
safe. Mr. Anderson will speak with Mr. Krisak regarding the safety of the township
vehicle. If this vehicle is safe, township employees will be directed to use this car
when available.

COMMITTEEMAN LASCARI
The Environmental Commission has been very active. The subcommittee led by

Kevin Doell has been working towards the Sustainable Jersey certification.

Mr. Lascari discussed the results of the electrical energy study. He will make copies
for the Committee to review.

As discussed earlier, Mr. Lascari is preparing a letter to be sent to Service Electric
Cable Company in request of service area extension.

Mr. Lascari explained that Anita Ardia has approached the Committee on staffing
the lobby with senior volunteers who would greet the public. Mr. Lascari would like
to measure the traffic flow to determine the necessity of having volunteers in the
lobby on a day-to-day basis. Mr. Lascari suggested sending letters to the
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Elementary School and High School letting them know that the seniors are available
for volunteer work. Mr. Lascari said that the problem of people coming into the
building and not knowing where to go should be alleviated after this past tax
payment period. With the retirement of Rita Kelley and appointment of Dawn
Gallant, people were not sure where to go, but this should not be a problem during
the November tax payment period.

Rita Bernstein, Frog Pond Road, asked why someone is needed at the front desk if
she and Pat Williams, the former receptionist, were let go. Mr. Lascari replied that
the Committee has not requested coverage for the front desk. This service has
been offered by the seniors and at this point the Committee is not sure this is
required on a daily basis.

COMMITTEEMAN SEAL
Mr. Seal stated that Wesley Geczi, an employee of the Department of Public Works,
has completed his three month probationary period and is due a $0.36 per hour
increase to bring him up to the minimum salary range. Mr. Seal made a motion to
this effect, which was seconded by Mr. Lance.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

Mr. Seal stated that he agrees with Mr. Lance that the water rates must be raised.

The new oil tank has been installed at Givens Belet and is operational. The old tank
has been disconnected. Mr. Seal feels that the tank can be removed in-house after
being inspected by Ralph Price, Construction Official.

Two quotes were received for the oil burner for the Walnut Valley Fire House. We will
be proceeding with the lower bid.

The residents who owed the township money for the guiderail on Mt. Vernon Road
have paid in full.
Regarding the complaint of a water problem by a resident on Kishpaugh Road, Mr.
Seal said that the township has done all it can. Mr. Seal, Bob DePuy and Mr.
Rodman are in agreement that the resident has a water table problem and not a
water run-off problem.

MAYOR MACH
Mayor Mach said that a letter has been received from the North Warren Band
Parent Association requesting the placement of a banner across Route 94
advertising the annual Music under the Stars band competition on October 17th.
Mr. Lance made the motion to approve this request, which was seconded by Mr.
Lascari, with all members voting in favor.

Mayor Mach spoke about a Notice of Preargument Conference received by the
township. This was served against us by a group entitled Fair Share Housing Center,
who claims that our COAH plan does not provide for very low income households.
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Mayor Mach asked for guidance from Mr. Benbrook. Mr. Benbrook said that he will
be required to appear at this conference on September 17th. Mayor Mach will
attend this meeting also.

There was a public meeting on Yards Creek as a part of their need to reapply for
their license. The purpose of the meeting was to get input from the public on their
conceptual plan. Their intention is to open Yards Creek for public access, making
trails and parking areas that will be accessible to the public. They will be back in
December for another public comment period.

The Foodshed Alliance will be holding a farm tour open house and a banquet on
September 12th. This is open to the public. Information on the event is available in
the Clerk’s Office.

FROM THE PUBLIC
Mayor Mach opened the meeting to the public.

Peter McKenna, Mohican Road, stated that there is a malfunction in the traffic light
on Lambert Road making a left turn onto Route 94. He also asked if something
can be done about a house on Route 521 that is a disgrace. Mr. Lascari said that
David Diehl, Zoning Official, is already dealing with this.

Anita Ardia, Dry Road, asked about the RFP for the Cedar Lake Horse Farm. She
asked if the horse farm would be a place the public would be allowed to use.
Mayor Mach stated that the public would be able to use the horse farm.

Mrs. Ardia also commented on the lobby. She feels that there should be someone
in the lobby to greet the visitors to the building. Mayor Mach stated that in many
municipalities, not only is there no receptionist, but visitors need to be buzzed in.

Mrs. Ardia wished to thank the Committee for cooperating with the Senior Advisory
Committee. She also thanked Mr. Seal and the employees of the Department of
Public Works for the paving of Dry Road.

Herman Shoemaker, Bingham Lane, thanked the Committee for paving the parking
lot downtown. He said that this is a great improvement to the area. Mr. Shoemaker
also spoke about a house on Main Street between Tom Cramer’s residence and
Nature’s Harvest. The building had septic issues and is now vacant. If you look in
the window, a great deal of mold is visible on the walls.
Sharon Cooper of Brown and Brown spoke to the Committee about the township’s
membership in the Public Alliance Insurance Company (PAIC). At this time of the
year, the township receives a return of surplus, which this year is in the form of a
credit in the amount $8,995.00. Ms. Cooper distributed a booklet she prepared
showing the township’s claims since 1997, which breaks down the type of claims
and the amount paid out by PAIC. Ms. Cooper said that overall, the township loss
ratio is average, which is good.
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Mr. Lance pointed out that there has not been a police department liability claim
since 2005.

Paul Avery, Mohican Road, spoke in support of Mrs. Ardia’s offer to staff the lobby
with senior volunteers. He also complimented the paving of the parking lot in the
Main Street area.

Mr. Avery said that he recently had an interaction with the Police Department and
wanted to report that he was dealt with courteously and professionally.

Fred Cook, Four Corners Road, asked if Sergeant Losey was still on sick leave, and if
so, how it was affecting the operation of the department. Mr. Anderson replied
that Sergeant Losey is still on sick leave and that the department is running
smoothly. Director Krisak is overseeing the day to day operations.

As there were no further questions or comments from the public, Mr. Lance made a
motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Mr. Lascari, with all
members in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 9:36 pm.

Submitted by:

Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC
Municipal Clerk


