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TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN
REGULAR COMMITTEE MEETING

MUNICIPAL BUILDING
Wednesday, October 14, 2009, 6:30 PM

M I N U T E S

Regular meeting begins at 7:30 PM or immediately following Closed Session,
whichever comes last.

OPENING; ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mach. Those present were Mayor
Mach, Mr. Lance, Mr. Lascari, and Mr. Seal. Also present were Clerk Pizzaia and
Township Attorney Robert Benbrook. Mr. Anderson was absent.

FLAG SALUTE
The flag salute was conducted.

SUNSHINE STATEMENT
Mayor Mach read the following statement: Notice of this meeting has been
sent to three newspapers of general circulation in which notice was given of the
date, time, place and general agenda in accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act.

CLOSED SESSION – Personnel; Potential Litigation/COAH; Potential Litigation/Soil
Remediation;
Contracts – Fire Tanker

Mr. Seal made a motion to enter closed session, which was seconded by Mr.
Lance, with all members voting in favor.

WHEREAS, the Blairstown Township Committee needs to discuss matters relating
to the issues as listed above; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee believes it to be in the best interest of the
public to discuss such matters in Closed Session;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township
of Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that it shall meet in Closed
Session to discuss only the matters mentioned above, the results of which may
be made public immediately thereafter or at a later date.

Dated: October 14, 2009

Attest:

Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC
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RESULTS OF CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Lance made a motion to come out of Closed Session, which was seconded
by Mr. Lascari with all members in favor.

Mayor Mach stated that the soil remediation at the Community Center was
discussed. Further work needs to be done in order to delineate any further
remediation work that may be required. Mayor Mach asked for a motion to
authorize the Mayor to sign an agreement with Whitman to delineate any further
contamination at the Community Center and off-site. The cost of this work is
$7,190.00, and the agreement is subject to attorney review. Mr. Seal made this
motion, which was seconded by Mr. Lance.

Roll call vote: AYE – Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach
ABSENT - Anderson

PUBLIC COMMENT (up to 5 speakers/3 minutes each)
Lydia and John Nienstedt, Kishpaugh Road, spoke about the water problem on
their street. Mr. Nienstedt said that he spoke to Ted Rodman, Township Engineer,
before the meeting and Mr. Rodman indicated that it might be a possibility to dig
up the pipe he feels is causing the water problem in the road at his residence. Mr.
Seal stated that he and Bob DePuy visited the site and they both feel that it is not
the road that is causing the water problem. They feel that it is the water table.

Mr. Rodman said that a scope was sent into the pipe and that an area of the pipe
was located which might be causing the problem. This section was dug up and
cleared. However, Mr. Nienstedt said there is still a problem. Mr. Rodman
suggested digging the area up again to see if there is further obstruction. Mr. Seal
said that this can be done, but he does not feel that this will solve the problem.
Mayor Mach said that Mr. Seal and Mr. DePuy can coordinate with Mr. Rodman to
dig this section up again to see if there is an obstruction.

Nancy Klein, Walnut Valley Road, spoke about a revision to the township code with
regard to noise. This issue was sent to David Diehl, Zoning Official, to coordinate
with Warren County. Mr. Lascari suggested another meeting between himself, Mr.
Diehl, Mr. Benbrook and a representative of the County for clarification. Mr. Lascari
made a motion to direct David Diehl to address this issue in writing by way of a
report for Township Committee review by the November meeting. Mr. Lance
seconded the motion.

Roll call vote: AYE – Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach
ABSENT - Anderson

Chris Thatcher, Four Corners Road, spoke about the recent child abduction
attempts. He wanted to know the status of any attempts. He also wanted to know
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how the township disseminated news regarding the attempts, as well as any plans
to quickly disseminate news of this nature in the future. Mayor Mach responded
that the entire Committee is completely satisfied that the Police Department
handled this issue in the most appropriate manner. A press release went to the
Express Times and the New Jersey Herald. The schools were notified immediately.
Mr. Krisak, Police Director, went into great detail explaining to the audience what
steps were taken by the Police Department in this matter, which included following
up on all leads. The Director said that contrary to rumors, there was only one
alleged attempt at abduction which took place on Hope Road. There was also a
report of two boys who were approached by a man on Main Street, which was not
an attempted abduction. All other instances of attempted abductions were
rumors.

Mr. Lascari said that he will check with Dawn Gallant, OEM Administrative Assistant,
to see if there is any way of using the Reverse 9-1-1 System to notify residents about
abduction attempts. Mr. Krisak added that the Amber Alert System would be used
in the event of an actual abduction.

Brenda Lawley, Hope Road, spoke about the dangerous situation that exists on this
road with regard to bus stops. She said her daughter, as well as other children,
must walk on this county road in the narrow shoulder to get to their bus stop. She
reported this dangerous situation to Dr. Folgelson, who told her he drove the area
and feels that the current procedure is appropriate. She approached Dr. Folgelson
again on this matter and was given the same answer.

Mr. Lascari said that he thinks it is appropriate for the township to send a letter to Dr.
Folgelson on behalf of Mrs. Lawley expressing her concerns.

MINUTES
September 9, 2009 – Regular Meeting and Closed Session

Mr. Lance made a motion to approve the minutes, which was seconded by Mr.
Seal.
All members present voted in favor of approving the Regular and Closed Session
minutes.

PRESENTATION of PLAQUE to DR. EVERARDO G. CLAVEL in recognition of 34 years of
service as Township Physician
Mayor Mach announced that Dr. Clavel was unable to attend tonight. This
presentation will take place at the November 9th meeting.

BLAIRSTOWN HOSE COMPANY NO. 1 – Truck Committee
Mr. Lascari explained that the members of the Truck Committee of Blairstown Hose
Company No. 1 have made alterations to the bid specifications. Some specs have
been relaxed in order to get a lower price and to also be able to buy a 2009 truck
without the new emission standards. Mr. Lascari made a motion to approve the
new bid specs and to advertise for bids with a bid opening date of October 30,
2009. Mr. Benbrook recommended changing the 30 day period to accept or reject
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the bids to 45 days in order to plan for the ordinance which must be in place for
acceptance of the successful bid. Mr. Lascari changed his motion to include this
suggestion. Mr. Lance seconded the motion.

Roll call vote: AYE – Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach
ABSENT - Anderson

PAULINA DAM REPORT – Carl Montana
Mr. Rodman explained the background of this, with the DEP informing the township
that repairs to the dam were necessary. There was a deadline of October 1, 2009
to get a preliminary report to the State. There have been several meetings with the
DEP which resulted with the township agreeing to submit an engineering assessment
by October 1, 2009. The necessary permits are to be in place by March 2010. Mr.
Montana and Mr. Rodman have made changes to the report and the draft plan is
ready to go to the State with the Committee’s approval.

Mr. Steve Tardy from French and Parrello was in attendance to discuss the draft
report. He said that the township needed to address three points from the State
DEP. The first question was a matter of the dam’s stability, which has been found to
be adequate. The second was the spillway design storm and the ability of the
spillway to pass the storm without overtopping the abutments. It was found that the
abutments would be topped by a very small amount, maybe a foot. It was found
that this could be rectified by modifying a concrete structure that exists on the
spillway.
The third item is seepage along the left abutment which had an unknown cause.
French and Parrello did some investigation on site and found cracks and gaps that
allow for seepage. There is water seeping in behind the dam through the soil, which
is discharging along the left abutment. French and Parrello recommends sealing
the cracks and gaps. French and Parrello feels that the results of their study is
favorable and no major concerns were found regarding improving the capacity
spillway. They believe that their recommendations are cost effective.

Mr. Tardy said that French and Parrello was also asked to look into repairing vs.
breaching the dam. He said that preliminary cost estimates indicate that
breaching would be expensive. The major concern would be sediment removal,
which is required by the DEP and is costly. Mr. Benbrook asked what the preliminary
estimate is to repair the dam. Mr. Tardy said that a realistic figure would be about
$200,000 to $320,000. Mr. Benbrook asked if all the repairs needed to be addressed
at the same time. Mr. Tardy said that he feels the DEP would be agreeable to
having the work completed over a three year period. Mr. Benbrook asked Mr.
Tardy if he believed the repairs needed personnel with extraordinary skills. Mr. Tardy
said that he feels that some of the work could be done with in-house employees or
temporary employees with no special expertise if they are properly supervised.

Mayor Mach asked Mr. Rodman what action was necessary tonight. Mr. Rodman
said that the Committee needs to approve the report for submittal to the NJ State
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DEP. When the report is approved, then the township needs to acquire the
necessary permits.

Mr. Lance made a motion to approve the report on the Paulina Dam for submittal
to the DEP, which was seconded by Mayor Mach.

Roll call vote: AYE – Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach
ABSENT - Anderson

ORDINANCE NO. 2009-19 – AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPTER 17 OF THE CODE OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN ENTITLED “JOINT MUNICIPAL COURT” AND ADOPTING
A NEW CHAPTER 17 ENTITLED “JOINT MUNICIPAL COURT” – Introduction, First Reading
Committee Discussion
Mr. Lascari explained that this ordinance is a formality that removes Frelinghuysen
and Hardwick Townships from the Joint Municipal Court. There was no Committee
discussion on Ordinance 2009-19.

Mr. Lascari made a motion to approve Ordinance 2009-19 on first reading, which
was seconded by Mr. Seal.

Roll call vote: AYE –Lascari, Seal, Mach
ABSTAIN - Lance
ABSENT - Anderson

Public Comment on the Consent Agenda Items Only
There were no comments or questions from the public on the Consent Agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA INCLUDING RESOLUTIONS
1 – R.2009-145 Authorization to Pay Bills
2 – R.2009-146 Redemption of Certificate of Sale No. 2009-05
3 – R.2009-147 Refund of Overpayment Due to Successful Tax Appeal
4 – R.2009-148 Requesting Approval of the Director of the Division of Local

Government Services to Establish a Dedicated Trust Rider for
Parking Offenses

5 – R.2009-149 Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation –
Historic Preservation Grant in the amount of $49,000

6 – R.2009-150 Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation –
Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund in the amount of $2,466.45

7 – R.2009-151 Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation –
Clean Communities Grant in the amount of $5,058.01

8 – R.2009-152 Authorization to Transfer Funds
9 – R.2009-153 Authorization to Enter into an Interlocal Service Agreement for a

Joint Municipal Court

Mr. Seal made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, which was seconded by
Mr. Lance.
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Roll call vote: AYE – Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach
ABSENT - Anderson

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Clerk – September Report
Construction – September Report
Finance – September Report
Police Department – September Report
Public Works Department – September Fuel Report
Tax Collector – September Report
Zoning Official – 3rd Quarter Report

Mr. Lance made a motion to accept the Department Reports, which was
seconded by Mr. Lascari, with all members voting in favor.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1 – Rte. 94 traffic concerns – State in process of approving left hand turn signal at

Lambert Rd. and Route 94
2 – JCP&L billing – Mr. Lascari in process inputting data

Mr. Lascari reported that he is close to completing this.

3 – Senior Citizen Advisory Committee – options under consideration
4 – Main Street concerns – road striping; feral cats
5 – Review of Noise Control Ordinance – model ordinance received from county
6 – Cedar Lake Horse Farm – request for proposal due date extended to

November 16th

Mayor Mach explained that the date was extended due to extensive mold
problems. This is being remediated and the due date for proposals has been
extended to November 16th.

7 – Repairs to Givens Belet building – B. DePuy compiling list of most needed
repairs

8 – Service Electric Cable TV – extension of cable service
9 – Engine braking – review possibility of enacting ordinance (sample ordinance

from Hope)

COMMITTEE CORRESPONDENCE for information and possible action
1 – from Blairstown Rotary Club, requesting permission to hold Annual Halloween

Parade on Saturday, October 31st and to request participation of Blairstown
Police Department
Mr. Lance made a motion to approve this request, which was seconded by
Mr. Lascari, with all members present voting in favor. Mayor Mach
announced that the parade will be held at 4:30 in front of the Post Office on
Main Street.
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2 – from Dept. of Environmental Protection, Division of Parks and Forestry,
regarding 2009 Business Stimulus Fund application
Mayor Mach said that this is federal funding received by the State to be
funneled to the municipalities. Applications are due December 1st. This is not
a competitive grant and there are no matching funds involved. Mayor Mach
made the recommendation to pass this on to the Shade Tree Committee.
The Committee was in agreement.

3 – from Joel McGreen, Open Space Committee, recommending support of
resolution endorsing the passage of referendum for renewal of the Garden
State Preservation Trust on November’s ballot
Mayor Mach explained that the Open Space Committee is requesting the
Committee’s endorsement of the referendum question on November’s ballot
that would authorize $400,000,000 to be allocated for farmland preservation
programs

Mr. Lance said that this has been a great program, but he is not in favor of
supporting something that would require the State to borrow $400,000,000,
contributing to the State debt. The rest of the Committee was in agreement
and declined support of this resolution.

4 – from Barbara J. Emery, CFO, regarding medical benefits
Mr. Lascari said that due to Mr. Anderson’s absence, he would like to table
this until the November meeting. The Committee tabled this item until the
November 9th meeting.

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE (See attached sheet)
There were no comments or questions from the public on the General
Correspondence.

FROM THE TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY
Mr. Benbrook reported that the Levitt and Solondz property will be gifted to the
township since Levitt and Solondz received an appraisal of $600,000 on the 12 acre
tract of property, which was a condition of their giving this property to Blairstown.
Mr. Benbrook said that he needs a motion to authorize him to order and review a
title search, and to effectuate the transaction. Mr. Lance made this motion, which
was seconded by Mr. Seal.

Roll call vote: AYE – Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach
ABSENT - Anderson

With regard to COAH, Mr. Benbrook spoke about Blairstown’s approval of its third
round substantive certification, and a non-profit organization that is appealing the
certification on the basis that our plan does not provide for “very low” housing units.
The organization claims that we have an obligation to make half of our COAH unit
obligations very low housing units. Mr. Benbrook is working on this, which is mainly
letting COAH take the lead on legal representation at the State’s expense. Mr.
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Benbrook will be attending the pre-argument meeting and will keep the Committee
apprised of any developments.

FROM THE TOWNSHIP CLERK
The Clerk reminded everyone that Tuesday, November 3rd is Election Day and the
polls are open from 6am to 8pm. All five voting districts are now permanently
located in the Municipal Building.

The Clerk reported that work needs to be done on the tree in the front lawn of the
building if a tree lighting ceremony is to take place this year. Mr. DePuy has
estimated that $500 - $1,000 is needed to redistribute the lights and to purchase
additional strands for the tree. This cost includes the rental of a bucket truck to put
the lights on the tree. Mr. Lance made a motion to appropriate up to $1,000 for this
purpose, which was seconded by Mr. Lascari.

Roll call vote: AYE – Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach
ABSENT - Anderson

FROM THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
COMMITTEEMAN LANCE
Mayor Lance said that pension and hospitalization costs will rise almost 20 percent
next year. This will be an approximate $50,000 increase, which the Committee
needs to budget for next year.

The salt shed grant that the township applied for was denied.

The necessary paperwork for the sidewalk grant was submitted by Ted Rodman.

Mr. Lance said that Mr. DePuy is interested in purchasing a software package that is
tailor-made for Public Works Departments. Mr. Lascari would like to look at it before
a purchase is made.

COMMITTEEMAN LASCARI
Mr. Lascari read a letter from a Mount Vernon resident thanking Officer Ryan
Steckel for assistance with a medical emergency involving her mother.

The Recreation Department has received the check from Hardwick for their
participation in Blairstown’s sports programs, and Frelinghuysen’s check in on the
way. Also, the fall/winter programs are scheduled and the flyers are available in
the lobby. The Recreation Committee will be attending the November 9th meeting
to discuss the Gorab Phase I plan.
With regard to electricity use in the building, the cost to run the Municipal Building
alone is approximately $20,000 a year. Mr. Lascari would like the Committee to look
at the energy savings proposal submitted by Wired 2 Save on the KVAR Energy
Savings Controller, which could save the township a substantial amount in energy
costs.
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COMMITTEEMAN SEAL
Mr. Seal reported that the water department is experiencing an approximate
1,000,000 gallons of water loss each quarter. Tests have been made and there
appear to be no leaks. The Water Department is running on a deficit. The rates
have not been adjusted since 1977. In addition, there are several units with up to six
separate residences that are running off of one meter. A report on the Water
Company has been received earlier today from Finelli but Mr. Seal has not had the
opportunity to read it.

The recent storm damaged guiderails throughout the township. It will cost
approximately $9,300 to replace them. The corner piece guiderail that was just
recently replaced on Mt. Vernon Road has been damaged again and will cost
approximately $1,600 to repair.

The DPW employees have placed the stone underneath the handicap ramp to the
caboose for the Historic Preservation Commission.

Mr. Seal has asked Whitman for a price to remove the two oil tanks at the Walnut
Valley Fire House. He already has one quote on this removal.

Mr. Seal asked why Blairstown Township is paying one-half of the cost to maintain
the cemetery located on Blair Academy property. He would like this researched to
ascertain why the Historic Preservation Commission is paying this out of their budget.

MAYOR MACH
Mayor Mach said that Jeff Jablon, Emergency Management Coordinator, has
requested that the Committee recognize about 25 individuals by way of a
proclamation. The Committee agreed to have this proclamation presented at the
November 9th meeting.

Mayor Mach said that he was at a meeting at the PCFA earlier today. A group
presented a proposal to install solar panels at no cost to the PCFA to reduce their
kilowatt hour usage by 25 percent. Mayor Mach said that this is something the
Committee should look into. Mayor Mach will contact this group to see if they
would make a presentation at a future Committee meeting.

Mayor Mach wished to thank Congressman Scott Garrett for his assistance in
obtaining the $49,000 grant for the Historic Preservation Commission.

FROM THE PUBLIC
Herman Shoemaker, Bingham Lane, said that banners were found in the attic of the
barber shop on Main Street. The property owner would like to know if the township
would like them. Tom Palmieri explained that they were purchased years ago by
the Blairstown Business Association and they no longer want them and the township
is free to take them. The Committee would like to take possession of them. The
owner will contact the Clerk, who will contact the DPW for placement at the Givens
Belet building.



MINUTES – October 14, 2009 Regular Meeting Page 10 of 10

Pete McKenna, Mohican Road, commented on the switch for the traffic light on
Lambert Road. It is on the wrong side and it presents a dangerous situation for the
school students. The timing of this light also needs to be adjusted.

Thomas Palmieri, East Avenue, asked for permission to plant flowers and shrubs
between his property and the township owned parking lot. He will return at a future
meeting with a sketch of what he is proposing.

Rita Bernstein, Frog Pond Road, complained about the traffic going southbound at
the light on Route 94. She said that motorists go around vehicles stopped at the
light to make a left. She was behind someone making a left and she started to go
around the car and stopped in time as someone behind her came up on the right
to make a right-hand turn. She would like the Police Department to do something
about this. Mayor Mach said that an officer could be detailed there, but passing
on the right is illegal, and all offenders would be ticketed for this.

ADJOURNMENT
As there were no further comments or questions from the public, Mr. Seal made a
motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Mr. Lance, with all
members present in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 pm.

Submitted by:

Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC
Municipal Clerk


