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TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN
REGULAR COMMITTEE MEETING

MUNICIPAL BUILDING
Monday, November 9, 2009, 7PM

M I N U T E S

Regular meeting begins at 7:30 PM or immediately following Closed Session,
whichever comes last.

OPENING; ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mach. Those present were Mayor
Mach, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Lance, Mr. Lascari, and Mr. Seal. Also present were
Clerk Pizzaia and Township Attorney Robert Benbrook.

FLAG SALUTE
The flag salute was conducted.

SUNSHINE STATEMENT
Mayor Mach read the following statement: Notice of this meeting has been
sent to three newspapers of general circulation in which notice was given of the
date, time, place and general agenda in accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act.

CLOSED SESSION – Personnel/Police Department Employment Issue; Litigation/COAH

Mr. Lance made a motion to enter closed session, which was seconded by Mr.
Seal, with all members voting in favor.

WHEREAS, the Blairstown Township Committee needs to discuss matters relating
to the issues as listed above; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee believes it to be in the best interest of the
public to discuss such matters in Closed Session;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township
of Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that it shall meet in Closed
Session to discuss only the matters mentioned above, the results of which may
be made public immediately thereafter or at a later date.

Dated: November 9, 2009

Attest:

Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC
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RESULTS OF CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Lance made a motion to come out of Closed Session, which was seconded
by Mr. Seal with all members in favor.

Mayor Mach said that the Committee discussed COAH litigation in Closed Session.
There has been a counter proposal made by the organization that has challenged
Blairstown’s affordable housing plan. It is the township’s position that our plan is
correct. COAH has approved this plan and we will be following the regulations as
approved.

Also discussed was Officer Sergeant Losey’s return to work. Mayor Mach asked for
a motion to authorize the Police Director to allow Sergeant Losey to return to work.
Mr. Seal made this motion, which was seconded by Mr. Lance.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

PUBLIC COMMENT (up to 5 speakers/3 minutes each)
Fred Cook, Four Corners Road, commented on the upcoming preparations for the
2010 budget and the necessity to deal with all the expenses. He asked if the
Committee was going to have borings made at the Walnut Valley Fire House in
order to get a better sense of what expenses will be incurred at this site. Mayor
Mach answered that test boring will take place when the work at the Community
Center is completed.

Mr. Cook also asked whether the interior test borings at the Community Center
have been done. Mayor Mach said that this work has been contracted for but has
not taken place as of yet.

Mr. Cook also asked how much money was taken in by way of Open Space Tax in
2009. Mr. Lance answered that $319,000 has been collected in Open Space tax this
year and a little over $474,000 has been spent. A reserve fund of $250,000 has been
set up for Open Space debt. As of now, there is a balance of $318,000 in the Open
Space fund.

MINUTES
October 14, 2009 – Regular Meeting and Closed Session (Mr. Anderson

absent)

Mr. Seal made a motion to approve the minutes, which was seconded by
Mr. Lance.

Roll call vote: AYE –Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach
ABSTAIN - Anderson

PRESENTATION of PLAQUE to DR. EVERARDO G. CLAVEL in recognition of 34 years of
service as Township Physician
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Mayor Mach presented the plaque to Dr. Clavel for 34 years of outstanding service
to the community. Dr. Clavel thanked the Committee for this recognition and for
the opportunity to serve Blairstown for the past 34 years.

PROCLAMATION in Recognition of Office of Emergency Management Volunteers
presented to Jeff Jablon, OEM Coordinator
Mayor Mach read the proclamation which is in recognition of the Citizens
Emergency Response Team (CERT). Jeff Jablon, OEM Coordinator, accepted this
proclamation on behalf of the 25 CERT volunteers. Mr. Jablon acknowledged the
hard work and dedication of these CERT personnel and urged anyone in the
audience who would like to join a CERT team to contact him.

PRESENTATION by Pam Farago of the Domestic Abuse & Sexual Assault Crisis Center
of Warren County
Pam Farago spoke about her work with the Domestic Abuse & Sexual Assault Crisis
Center of Warren County. In 2008, the organization was awarded a grant by the
Center of Disease Control to prevent domestic abuse and sexual assaults. A
coalition of 25 people was formed to develop a program. The result is a campaign
known as “Green Dot.” This program educates people to do their part in fighting
abuse by finding a way to make a difference. Ms. Farago distributed a brochure
listing the ways in which individuals can actively help.

Mayor Mach thanked Ms. Farago for an excellent and informative presentation.
Ms. Farago left additional brochures at the back of the room for the audience.

PRESENTATION by Blairstown Recreation Committee regarding acceptance of loan
for Gorab Property Park - Phase I
The Recreation Committee appeared before the Committee to request that the
Committee accept the $500,000 loan from Green Acres to complete Phase I of the
Gorab Property Park. Patricia Sagan, Recreation Director, said that this is a 2%
interest loan, which translates into $30,000 for 20 years. Ms. Sagan said that this
amount is less that 10% of the total amount brought in yearly by the Open Space
tax.

Patricia Kolb, Recreation Committee member, stated that the Recreation
Committee is well aware of the economic climate, but feels that this is money well
spent on the future of the community. She also stated that the Recreation
Committee does not plan to ask for additional monies for this project, but plans on
paying for the remainder of the project through fundraising.

Paul Lomonoco, Recreation Committee member, spoke about the importance of
this project because of the need for fields. He feels that the park will give the
township a hub for the community and a place for town-wide functions.
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Pauline Cornelius, an event planner, spoke on behalf of the Recreation Committee.
She spoke about her background and expertise in event planning. The Recreation
Committee has asked her to design fundraising events for the Gorab Property park.
It is her belief that she can successfully plan events that will make this project self-
funded after the acceptance of this initial loan.

Dolores Lascari, Recreation Committee Chair, thanked the Committee for allowing
the Recreation Committee to make this presentation. She said that people are
more and more looking to their own communities for active and passive recreation.
She believes that this park will fulfill this need in Blairstown. She also believes that it is
a prudent time to begin development when the construction industry is so
competitive.

Mayor Mach thanked the Recreation Committee for presenting this information to
the Committee.
He asked the Committee if they had any questions for the Recreation Committee.
Mr. Lance asked what the total cost of Phase I of this park was. Ms. Kolb said that
this cost is unknown at this time, but she reiterated that this initial loan is all that is
being requested of the Committee and that the remainder of the park will be
funded by donations and fundraising efforts.

Mr. Lance said that the Recreation Committee said two years ago that a 501-3C
would be formed and wanted to know why it has not been done to date. Ms. Kolb
replied that the person who was handling this had personal problems and this fell by
the wayside. Mr. Lance said that he personally would give more credence to this
request if the Recreation Committee had made some effort to raise funds in the two
year period. The Recreation Committee assured the Committee that the 501-3C
would be addressed as a first priority.

Mr. Seal asked what would happen to the $800,000 in purchase money for the
property if this loan is not accepted for development of Phase I. He feels that if the
Committee is able to subsidize the Water Company for $50,000 each year then he
feels that $30,000 can be allotted per year for this park.

Mr. Anderson agreed with Mr. Lance that fundraising activities should have been
initiated. In his talks with Frelinghuysen and Knowlton, he feels that with the help of
volunteers, this park could be built at a great deal less money than is being
proposed tonight. Mrs. Sagan said that the loan is for $500,000, but that does not
necessarily mean that the total amount will be needed. Ms. Kolb added that the
Committee is able to back out of this loan at any time. She asked the Committee
to approve the loan and to allow the Recreation Committee to begin the
fundraising activities. If the Township Committee decides six months from now that
the Recreation Committee is not performing up to the Committee’s expectations,
then they can pull the plug on the project.

Mr. Lance reiterated his objections, stating that the Committee is facing close to
$1,500,000 in capital costs that they are mandated to spend. This does not include
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the increase in pension and hospitalization costs. Mr. Lance said that layoffs are
necessary again next year and he feels that in light of people losing their jobs, it is
impossible to justify this kind of spending.

Mr. Lance asked why surrounding municipalities have not been approached to
help pay for this park if they have a significant percentage of residents using our
parks. Mrs. Sagan replied that when this park gets underway, a certain amount will
be reflected in their fair share agreements with Blairstown.

Mayor Mach asked who would be managing this project on a day-to-day basis.
Ms. Kolb said that this would be the responsibility of the Township Committee. A
professional engineer would need to be hired by the Committee if this project were
approved. Mayor Mach asked how much of the 63 acres would be developed in
Phase I. Mrs. Sagan replied that Phase I encompasses approximately 8 acres.
Mayor Mach asked if the money is given to the township in a lump sum. Ms. Kolb
said that if the loan is accepted, the amount is put aside by the State. Mayor Mach
specifically wanted know if any funds were coming from the township budget at
any time. Recreation Committee members stated that the State would directly pay
the contractors and no monies would come from the township. Mr. Lance believes
that the township would need to front the monies and then receive reimbursement
from the State.
Mayor Mach opened the meeting to any members of the public who wished to ask
questions about this project.

Will Yarzab, Farm Meadows Road, felt that people’s jobs and keeping taxes low are
more important than spending money on a park.

Jonathan Maizel, Cobblewood Road, feels that the park would get the children
away from Sycamore Park and the airplanes flying overhead.

Monica Hamburger, Hickory Ridge Drive, recommended that the Recreation
Committee form their 501-3C and bid the project out themselves, which would be a
cost savings. Mrs. Sagan replied that this is not an option for this particular property.

Donna Moore, Four Corners Road, spoke in favor of accepting the loan, stating that
she feels that this park is a necessity for the community.

Lou DiFrancesco, Partridge Drive, spoke in favor of the loan, stating that he voted
for the Open Space tax and feels that the Open Space tax was instituted to pay for
these types of projects.

Bob Rokas, Doe Drive, spoke in favor of the loan and asked the Committee to vote
in favor of the project.

Greg Ammerman, Hoagland Road, spoke in favor of the loan, stating that he feels
the majority of the township is in favor of this project.
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Steve Hamburger, Hickory Ridge Drive, suggested accepting the loan, not spending
any of it, and giving the Recreation Committee the opportunity to raise funds. If
they are unable to raise the funds, then the residents have spoken and are not in
favor of the expenditure. If, however, the Recreation Committee is able to raise the
funds, then they will prove that the people want this project.

Anthony Spameni, Farm Meadows Road, spoke in favor of accepting the loan,
stating that the community will have an opportunity to come together to make the
park a reality.

Joe Young, President of Blairstown Youth Softball, spoke in favor of the loan.

Kathy DiFrancesco, Partridge Drive, asked about the time constraint for accepting
the loan. Mrs. Sagan answered that the deadline is December 31, 2009. Ms.
DiFrancesco asked the Committee to vote in favor of acceptance of this loan with
the knowledge that no monies need to be spent if the Committee chooses not to.

Chris Thatcher, Four Corners Road, said that he is in favor of the loan and
proceeding with the project.

Chace Palanca, Kishpaugh Road, said that there are safety issues at the existing
ball fields and feels that this new park is necessary.

Sylvia Ramos, Hardwick resident, said that there is no Community Center. The teens
hang out at the A&P parking lot and she feels that the youth need a place they
can go to.

Chris Weiss, Cook Road, member of the Recreation Committee, spoke in favor of
accepting this loan. He said that volunteerism is important, but it is hard to start a
park with volunteers. He feels that this loan will get the project started and then it
can grow with the assistance of volunteers.

Paul Avery, Mohican Road, said that this loan is an opportunity that the Committee
should not pass up.

Pete McKenna, Mohican Road, feels that the park is too large for the township. He
also feels that maintenance would be a hardship.

Mr. Seal made a motion to accept the Green Acres loan for the development of
Gorab Property Park, Phase I. Mayor Mach seconded the motion. Mr. Lascari
explained his long history in the township with regard to sports programs and
acknowledges the need for fields. There has also been a long history in the
township of volunteers working together to fulfill the needs of the community. He
now sees a need for this park, and the Township Committee has the opportunity to
make it happen. Mr. Seal feels it is a good opportunity to accept the loan at a low
interest rate. Mayor Mach asked Mr. Seal to amend his motion to include the
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acceptance of the loan as it was presented at tonight’s meeting. Mr. Seal
amended his motion, and Mayor Mach amended his second of the motion.

Roll call vote: AYE – Lascari, Seal, Mach
NAY – Anderson, Lance

Mayor Mach stated that he will be constantly asking the Recreation Committee
about the funding and the status of the fundraising efforts and progress.

ORDINANCE NO. 2009-19 – AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPTER 17 OF THE CODE OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN ENTITLED “JOINT MUNICIPAL COURT” AND ADOPTING
A NEW CHAPTER 17 ENTITLED “JOINT MUNICIPAL COURT” – Adoption, Second
Reading
Mayor Mach explained that this ordinance is a formality to restructure the Joint
Municipal Court to include only Blairstown, Hope and Liberty Townships.
Committee Discussion – There was no Committee discussion on Ordinance 2009-19.

Public Hearing
Mayor Mach opened the Hearing to the public. As there were no comments or
questions from the public, the Public Hearing was closed. Mr. Lascari made a
motion to adopt Ordinance 2009-19 on second reading, which was seconded by
Mayor Mach.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lascari, Seal, Mach
ABSTAIN – Lance

Public Comment on the Consent Agenda Items Only
There were no comments or questions on the Consent Agenda from the public.

CONSENT AGENDA INCLUDING RESOLUTIONS
1 – R.2009-156 Authorization to Pay Bills
2 – R.2009-157 Redemption of Certificate of Sale No. 2009-05
3 – R.2009-158 Authorization to Transfer Funds
4 – Application for Blue Light Permit – Adrienne Peck, Blairstown Ambulance Corps
5 – Application for membership in Blairstown Hose Company No. 1 – Dennis Ball
6 – Authorization for Mayor to sign agreements to install, use and maintain dry

hydrants at the following locations: 2 Glenview Road
52A Cobblewood Road
56 Four Corners Road

Mr. Lascari made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, which was seconded
by Mr. Seal.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Clerk – October Report
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Construction – October Report
Finance – October Report
Public Works Department – October Fuel Report
Tax Collector – October Report
Warren County Health Department – October 8, 2009

Mr. Lance made a motion to accept the Department Reports, which was
seconded by Mr. Seal, with all members voting in favor.

Mr. Lascari noted that the township’s fuel usage was down from last year’s usage at
this time. Mr. Lance noted that the Construction fee collection is drastically down
from last year’s figures.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1 – Rte. 94 traffic concerns – State in process of approving left hand turn signal at

Lambert Rd. and Route 94

2 – JCP&L billing – Mr. Lascari in process inputting data
Mr. Lascari reported that he has completed inputting the data and is now in
the process of analyzing the data.

3 – Senior Citizen Advisory Committee – options under consideration

4 – Main Street concerns – road striping; feral cats

Mr. Lascari said that the Committee needs to send a letter to the County
authorizing them to set weight restrictions on Main Street. Mr. Lascari
made a motion to authorize this letter, which was seconded by Mr. Lance.
All members were in favor of sending this letter. Mr. Lascari will draft the
letter to the County.

5 – Review of Noise Control Ordinance – model ordinance received from county

6 – Cedar Lake Horse Farm – request for proposal due date extended to
November 16th

Mayor Mach stated that the proposal due date has been moved from
November 16th to May of 2010.

7 – Repairs to Givens Belet building – B. DePuy compiling list of most needed
repairs

8 – Service Electric Cable TV – extension of cable service

9 – Engine braking – review possibility of enacting ordinance (sample ordinance
from Hope)

Mr. Lascari said that he will contact Debbie Hirt from the NJ State Dept. of
Transportation with regard to enacting an engine braking ordinance.
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COMMITTEE CORRESPONDENCE for information and possible action
1 – from David Diehl, Zoning Official, re: Status of 83 Union Brick Road; ATV’s and

NJ State Model Ordinance
With regard to Union Brick Road, Mr. Lascari said that this has been going on
for too long. Mr. Lance made a motion to have the County Health
Department move forward on enforcing this violation, which was seconded
by Mr. Lascari, with all members in favor.

With regard to the ATV’s and NJ State Model Noise Ordinance, the
Committee decided to research this more and revisit this after gathering
more information.

2 – from NJ Economic Development Authority to Ted Rodman re: Petroleum
Underground Storage Tank Program Municipal Loan Program
Mayor Mach said that this letter notified the township that our application for
a loan of $275,000 was approved.

3 – from Thomas Krisak, requesting permit waiver for non-profit organization –
Crime in America
Mr. Anderson made a motion to approve this request, which was seconded
by Mr. Lance, with all members voting in favor.

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE (See attached sheet)
There were no comments or questions on the General Correspondence list.

FROM THE TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY
Mr. Benbrook reported that Police Officer Stephen Losey has filed a Step Two
Grievance regarding a medical issue he sustained this past summer. Mr. Benbrook
is recommending that the Committee deny this grievance. Mr. Anderson made this
motion, which was seconded by Mr. Lascari.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

FROM THE TOWNSHIP CLERK
The Clerk announced that the Tree Lighting Ceremony has been scheduled for
December 5th at 4 pm. There will be refreshments, activities for the children, and a
visit from Santa Claus. Committee members are needed to help at the event. Mr.
Lance, Mr. Lascari and Mayor Mach volunteered to assist on this date.
FROM THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
COMMITTEEMAN ANDERSON
Mr. Anderson stated that Sergeant Losey will be returning to work, as previously
announced.

Mr. Anderson made an announcement for Anita Ardia stating that Superintendent
Brian Fogelson and the North Warren Regional High School Principal have
volunteered to entertain the seniors at their December 5th party.
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COMMITTEEMAN LANCE
Mr. Lance congratulated Mr. Anderson and Mr. Seal for their victories in the recent
election. He stated that he is looking forward to working with them for another
couple years.

With regard to the Water Company, Mr. Lance will work on water rate increase
scenarios and bring them back to the Committee for their review.

Mr. Benbrook reported that he has been in contact with American Water Co.
regarding the specifications for the sale of the water company, but they have not
returned his calls. He suggested performing a Phase I Environmental Survey. He
feels that this will make a sale of the water company more appealing to
prospective bidders. Mr. Benbrook said that Whitman Company could perform this
as a professional service. Whitman will be contacted for an estimate to perform
this survey. Mr. Seal would also like an estimate for the removal of the tanks at the
Walnut Valley Firehouse.

COMMITTEEMAN LASCARI
The Environmental Commission is working on the Sustainable Blairstown component
which was in front of the Planning Board. They are organizing a Buy Local
campaign.

Mr. Lascari asked the Fire Department representatives to come forward. The
Township Committee needs to accept a check from Blairstown Hose Company No.
1 in the amount of $ 5,336.00, which is to go towards the purchase of the new fire
tanker. Mr. Lance made a motion to accept the check, which was seconded by
Mayor Mach.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

Mr. Lascari reported that Pierce was the lowest bidder on the 3000 gallon tanker
truck with a bid of $299,601.00. With the options to be added, the total contract
price is $309,836.00. With the acceptance of the check from the fire department,
all monies for the purchase are in place. Mr. Lascari made a motion to award the
contract for the purchase of the 3000 gallon tanker truck to Pierce with a total
contract price of $309,836.00. The motion was seconded by Mayor Mach.

Roll call vote: AYE – Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Seal, Mach

Mr. Lascari thanked the members of the Blairstown Hose Company for all the hard
that went into the research and the bid specifications.

COMMITTEEMAN SEAL
The Committee is waiting for the quotes from Whitman Company on the oil tanks at
the Walnut Valley Fire House.
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MAYOR MACH
The November Planning Board meeting has been cancelled.

With Regard to COAH, Mayor Mach has asked Theresa Tamburro, Municipal
Housing Liaison, to send a recommendation on how to proceed with the Affordable
Housing Plan.

Renew Hydro will appear at the December meeting with a presentation on
hydroelectric power at the Paulina Dam.

The Halloween Parade was a huge success.

The Shade Tree Committee will be acting on the stimulus grant that was forwarded
to them.

FROM THE PUBLIC
Paul Avery, Mohican Road, asked if the Committee was aware of the new
governor’s position on COAH. Mayor Mach responded that Governor-elect Christie
has stated that he plans on gutting it.

Joe Wargo, Cooke Road, spoke about the energy audit for the township, and
asked the Committee to consider what direction they want to take after the audit is
complete. Mr. Lascari said that he asked Mr. Wargo to attend tonight, since the
Committee is considering energy alternatives, such as solar systems and
hydroelectric power.

As there were no further comments from the public, Mr. Lance made a motion to
adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Mr. Lascari, with all members in favor.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 pm.

Submitted by:

Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC
Municipal Clerk


