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TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN
REGULAR COMMITTEE MEETING

MUNICIPAL BUILDING
Wednesday, December 9, 2009, 6:45 PM

M I N U T E S

Regular meeting begins at 7:30 PM or immediately following Closed Session,
whichever comes last.

OPENING; ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mach. Those present were Mayor
Mach, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Lance, and Mr. Lascari. Also present were Clerk Pizzaia
and Township Attorney Robert Benbrook. Mr. Seal was absent.

FLAG SALUTE
The flag salute was conducted.

SUNSHINE STATEMENT
Mayor Mach read the following statement: Notice of this meeting has been
sent to three newspapers of general circulation in which notice was given of the
date, time, place and general agenda in accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act.

CLOSED SESSION – Potential Contract Negotiations – Hydroelectric Power at Paulina
Dam

Mayor Mach made a motion to enter closed session, which was seconded by
Mr. Lascari, with all members voting in favor.

WHEREAS, the Blairstown Township Committee needs to discuss matters relating
to the issue as listed above; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee believes it to be in the best interest of the
public to discuss such matters in Closed Session;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township
of Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that it shall meet in Closed
Session to discuss only the matter mentioned above, the results of which may be
made public immediately thereafter or at a later date.

Dated: December 9, 2009

Attest:

Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC
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RESULTS OF CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Lance made a motion to come out of Closed Session, which was seconded
by Mr. Lascari, with all members in favor.

Mayor Mach stated that there were no results to report from Closed Session.

PUBLIC COMMENT (up to 5 speakers/3 minutes each)
No members of the public signed up to speak at tonight’s meeting.

MINUTES
November 9, 2009 – Regular Meeting and Closed Session

Mr. Lance made a motion to approve the minutes, which was seconded
by Mr. Lascari.

Roll call vote: AYE –Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Mach
ABSENT - Seal

November 16, 2009 – Special Meeting and Closed Session (Mr. Lascari
absent)

Mr. Lance made a motion to approve the minutes, which was seconded
by Mayor Mach.

Roll call vote: AYE –Anderson, Lance, Mach
ABSENT - Seal
ABSTAIN – Lascari

Mayor Mach explained that Committee member Seal was not present tonight due
to a recent knee operation.

PRESENTATION of EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT by Matt Leoncini
Matt Leoncini explained that the purpose of an Eagle Scout project is to benefit the
community. For his project, he chose to make renovations to a portion of
Footbridge Park. He would like to paint over the graffiti, repair the cement deck
and add a basketball court. A great deal of clean-up work is needed. Mr. Leoncini
said that the funds will be supplied through donations and no monies are required
from the township. He has given the Committee members a hand-out outlining the
details of the project.

Mayor Mach added that this was the old coal bin area of the railroad. All the
Committee members were in favor of this project. Mr. Lascari made a motion to
allow Matt Leoncini to proceed with this Eagle Project, which was seconded by Mr.
Lance.

Roll call vote: AYE –Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Mach
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ABSENT – Seal

Mr. Lascari asked Mr. Leoncini to keep the Committee informed on the progress of
this project.

PRESENTATION by Renew Hydro LLC – Hydroelectric Power at Paulina Dam
Mayor Mach explained that Renew Hydro, LLC was asked to give a brief
presentation on the possibility of reactivating a hydroelectric generating facility at
the Paulina Dam. It is the Committee’s hope that an alternative form of energy, if
practical, could add to the township’s revenue. Mayor Mach introduced Ralph
Jones of Renew Hydro LLC, who introduced his partner John Marciszewski, and Pete
Tardy from French and Parrello.

Mr. Marciszewski spoke about the potential of the Paulina Dam for use as a
hydroelectric generating facility, stating that it could generate about 1.3 million
kilowatt hours a year, which is approximately three times more energy that the
municipality consumes on a yearly basis. He also emphasized that hydroelectric
power is the only consumable energy that is available 24 hours, seven days a week.
Mr. Marciszewski gave a brief outline of hydroelectric power and its benefits.

Mr. Jones said that Renew Hydro would like to perform a complete assessment of
the township to ascertain the feasibility of reinstating hydroelectric power to the
Paulina Dam. In response to a question of how much revenue the dam could
generate for the township, Mr. Marciszewski said that at a retail rate after taxes, the
dam could generate approximately $100,000 per year, less operating expenses.
The wholesale rates would bring in less revenue. The Paulina Dam is not very large,
but revenue could be generated for the township by this dam.

Mr. Marciszewski gave an overview of Renew Hydro LLC and what their company
does. With French and Parrello, they can give the customer a very detailed plan,
which includes timelines on civil work, mechanical, electrical design, etc., and
eventually taking over the operation of the site. Renew Hydro is a management
company and they would take over the day-to-day operations of the facility.
Renew Hydro also helps the customer participate in the stimulus plans available at
this time. Besides assessing the feasibility of hydroelectric power, Renew Hydro
would also like to factor in a solar power study, because they feel that the two
systems are highly compatible and could bring in the most revenue for the
township.

Questions were taken from the audience. In response to who would own the dam,
Mr. Marciszewski answered that it could be leased or purchased, or the township
could opt to have Renew Hydro develop the dam and Blairstown would continue
to own it and sell the energy.

In response to a question about water flow, Mr. Jones said that the flow rate would
not be affected downstream. The only change is that 80 to 90 percent will go
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through the turbine, then down through a canal and merge back with the water
flow.

Roger Gutzwiller asked about harm to fish life. Mr. Jones said that small fish will pass
through with minimal harm due to the rotation speed, and large fish will not be able
to fit through the bars in place.

Mayor Mach thanked Mr. Jones, Mr. Marciszewski and Mr. Tardy for the informative
presentation and said that the Committee has been given a lot to digest and think
about.

PRESENTATION by Richard Motyka, Tax Assessor, regarding Farmland Assessment
Mr. Motyka explained that property in New Jersey is assessed by value, except for
farmland, which is assessed at a considerably lower value. This was set up in the
1960’s to allow farmers to be able to make a living at farming. Mr. Motyka believes
that there are a tremendous amount of farmland applications in Blairstown that are
fabricated. As of today, there are approximately 375 properties that are farmland
assessed, which Mr. Motyka believes is inaccurate. He would like permission from
the Committee to have all farmland assessed properties inspected to make sure
these properties meet the State Statute for farm assessment. After the inspection,
they will be either approved or denied and go forward from that point on an
inspection schedule basis. Mr. Motyka recommends that the Committee hire a
company to perform the initial inspection in order that they can be completed in
the same assessment year. This can be financed in two ways. The township can
utilize State Statute that allows for each property owner to be charged $25.00 for
their inspection, or the township can choose to pay for these inspections. Mr.
Motyka believes that 30-40% of those getting farmland assessments are not legally
eligible.

Mr. Lance agreed that there are a great number of farms out there that do not
qualify for farmland assessment. The Committee was in agreement that the
property owners should not be charged for this initial inspection. They members
also agreed that in fairness to all township residents, the inspections should be
made to ascertain that all property owners who are farmland assessed are eligible
by law.

Mr. Motyka said that letters would go to the farmland assessed property owners in
January or February explaining what is taking place. A meeting will be held to
answer any questions. The inspection process will go throughout the summer, and
denial letters to those who do not qualify would go out in November. Mr. Motyka
said that he is not looking to assess rollback taxes.
Mr. Lance said that the inspections will cost the township approximately $9,000.00,
which should be budgeted for in the 2010 budget.

Mr. Anderson made a motion to make a $9,000 appropriation in the 2010 budget in
anticipation of beginning the inspection process for farmland assessed property
owners in 2010.
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Roll call vote: AYE –Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Mach
ABSENT - Seal

Public Comment on the Consent Agenda Items Only
There were no comments from the public on the Consent Agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA INCLUDING RESOLUTIONS
1 – R.2009-162 Authorization to Pay Bills
2 – R.2009-163 Authorization to Transfer Funds
3 – R.2009-164 Refund of 2009 Tax Overpayments
4 – R.2009-165 Approval of Temporary Budget
5 – R.2009-166 Department of Environmental Protection Green Acres Enabling

Resolution
6 – Application for Blue Light Permit – Susan Lothian, Blairstown Ambulance Corps

Mr. Lance requested that R.2009-166 be removed from the Consent Agenda. Mr.
Lance made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda with the exception of
R.2009-166. Mr. Lascari seconded the motion.

Roll call vote: AYE –Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Mach
ABSENT - Seal

Mr. Lance restated his position on borrowing money in the present economic
climate for the development of the Gorab property. Mayor Mach stated that he
wishes to table R.2009-166 until there is a full committee present. He made a motion
to that effect, which was seconded by Mr. Lance.

Roll call vote: AYE –Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Mach
ABSENT - Seal

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Clerk – November Report
Construction – November Report
Finance – November Report
Police Department – October & November Report
Public Works Department – November Fuel Report
Tax Collector – November Report
Warren County Health Department – November 6, 2009

Mr. Lance made a motion to accept the Department Reports, which was
seconded by Mr. Anderson, with all members voting in favor.

Mayor Mach requested that the Construction Department report indicate the
previous year data for comparison. Mr. Lascari will convey this to the Construction
Department.



MINUTES – December 9, 2009 Regular Meeting Page 6 of 6

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1 – Rte. 94 traffic concerns:

a. left hand turn signal at Lambert Rd. – State in process of approving
b. engine braking
c. in-street pedestrian sign – in process/paperwork sent to State

With regard to the left hand turn signal at Lambert Road, Mr. Lascari read an email
from Debbie Hirt, indicating that limited manpower at the State level is slowing
down the process. Mr. Lascari said that he feels that this has gone on long enough
and said that perhaps writing to Michael Doherty’s office for assistance is in order at
this point. The Committee was in agreement that a letter will be sent to Mr. Doherty
on this matter.

Mr. Anderson reported that the gate from the North Warren Regional High School
onto Route 94 is being opened to help alleviate the traffic problem at Route 94 and
Lambert Road.

2 – JCP&L billing – Mr. Lascari in process inputting data
Mr. Lascari has completed the inventory and would like to bring information back to
the Environmental Commission for their input.

3 – Senior Citizen Advisory Committee – options under consideration
Mr. Anderson said that this matter has been looked at and it has been decided to
keep things as they are at this point. Mr. Anderson asked that this item be removed
from the list.

4 – Main Street concerns – road striping; feral cats
Mr. Lascari said that Main Street concerns are still an on-going issue which will
continue to be addressed. Mayor Mach said that plans have just been
received for a Main Street and Bridge Street reconstruction project that the
County is proposing. He has asked Mr. Rodman to review the plans and give
the Committee a report on the plans at next month’s meeting.

5 – Review of Noise Control Ordinance – model ordinance received from county

Mr. Lascari has recommendations for improvements to the township’s noise
ordinance which he will give to Mr. Benbrook for drafting into an ordinance.

6 – Cedar Lake Horse Farm – request for proposal due date extended to
November 16th

The date has been again extended to December 18th due to the discovery
of a mold problem on site. There are at least two interested parties in this
property.

7 – Repairs to Givens Belet building – B. DePuy compiling list of most needed
repairs
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Mr. Lance said that Mr. DePuy is working on this and it will be addressed
during budget preparation time.

8 – Service Electric Cable TV – extension of cable service

Mr. Lascari said that the Committee has been communicating with other
municipalities regarding the service franchise, and that a change in the
contract date to coincide with the renewal dates of other municipalities
could give the township more leverage in getting improved cable service.

COMMITTEE CORRESPONDENCE for information and possible action
1 – from Barbara Emery, CFO, re: Bond Ordinance for Green Acres Loan

The purpose of this communication is to inform the Committee that a bond
ordinance is necessary to borrow these funds, which requires a 2/3 majority
affirmative vote from the Committee. Mayor Mach said that since it would
appear that the necessary four affirmative votes from the Committee might
not happen, he is requesting that the Recreation Committee recommend to
the Township Committee if they should move forward.

2 – from Patricia Sagan, Recreation Director, re: Preliminary Assessment
Mr. Lance made a motion to table this since it is uncertain if the Committee
will be proceeding with the loan. Mr. Anderson seconded the motion, with all
members voting in favor.

3 – from Patricia Sagan, Recreation Director, re: Naming of Gorab Property
Mr. Anderson made a motion to table this, which was seconded by Mr.
Lance. All members voted in favor, except for Mr. Lascari, who voted no.

4 – from Patricia Sagan, Recreation Director, re: Letter from Lynda Ochs
Mr. Lascari said that Sunday games have been an exception and with the
knowledge of the churches. This is not an on-going problem.

5 – from Barbara Emery, CFO, requesting exception to vacation day carry-over
Mr. Lascari made a motion to approve this request, which was seconded by
Mayor Mach with all members in favor.

6 – from Barbara Emery, CFO, re: Health Benefits
Mr. Lascari said that he has not looked at the financial impact of this request
or if other employees would be affected. Mr. Lascari made a motion to table
this, which was seconded by Mr. Lance, with all members voting in favor.

7 – from Robert Goltz, Pres., Warren County Regional Chamber of Commerce, re:
Use of Footbridge Park for Spirit of Americana Celebration on July 4, 2010

The Committee discussed the previous celebration. There were many
complaints, specifically on the commercial entities selling food. Mr. Lascari
made a motion to approve the request, with the provision that only non-profit
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vendors are present, especially food vendors. This motion was seconded by
Mr. Lance.

Roll call vote: AYE –Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Mach
ABSENT – Seal

Mr. Lance said that he will be the point of contact with Mr. Goltz on this
matter.

8 – from David Diehl, Zoning Official, re: Business Directional Sign Request from
New Cedar Ridge Cemetery, Jacksonburg Road/Route 94

Mr. Lance made a motion to approve this request, which was seconded by
Mr. Lascari.

Roll call vote: AYE –Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Mach
ABSENT - Seal

9 – from Historic Preservation Commission, regarding storage facility
Mr. Anderson gave a brief overview of this request from the Historic
Preservation Commission for a storage facility for their items. Mr. Anderson
reiterated that additional storage space in this building is not an option. The
main concern is climate control and security. The Committee was in
agreement that the Givens Belet building is the most suitable location.

10 – from William Dressel, Jr., Executive Director, NJLM, re: Mayors Task Force for
School Funding Reform Seeks Your Support

Mayor Mach read this communication in full. Mr. Lascari made a motion to
authorize the Mayor to sign this and Mr. Lance seconded the motion.

Roll call vote: AYE –Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Mach
ABSENT - Seal

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE (See attached sheet)
There were no comments or questions from the public on the General

Correspondence list.

FROM THE TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY
Mr. Benbrook informed the Committee that he is in the process of closing on the
Sand Hill property. There are some title issues that the seller is attempting to settle.

He is also attempting to settle a contract dispute with Dempsey Uniform & Linen
Supply regarding the DPW uniforms. He will be working with Mr. Lance on this.

FROM THE TOWNSHIP CLERK
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The Clerk announced that the Reorganization Meeting will take place on January 4,
2010 at 6:30 pm.

Warren County has distributed information on an upcoming H1N1 Clinic. This
information is available on the desk in the foyer.

FROM THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
COMMITTEEMAN ANDERSON
Mr. Anderson reported that the seniors dinner was very good. He commended the
seniors for planning and for the successful solicitation of businesses to help pay for
the dinner.

He also reported that Patricia Sagan, Recreation Director, is working with David
Diehl, Zoning Official, in putting up the thermometer sign on the Gorab property for
contributions.

Mr. Anderson read the highlights of the November Police Report. He also reported
that Officer Ryan Steckel tendered his resignation as of December 7th, citing
personal reasons. Mr. Lance made a motion to accept this resignation, which was
seconded by Mr. Lascari.

Roll call vote: AYE –Anderson, Lance, Lascari, Mach
ABSENT - Seal

COMMITTEEMAN LANCE
Mr. Lance reported that the DPW has installed guard rails on Mount Vernon Road,
Mohican Road, and Jacksonburg Road that were destroyed during the recent
storm.

Members of the fire company did a great job putting on a presentation to the cub
scouts a couple of weeks ago. Mr. Lance wished to thank them for the informative
presentation.

COMMITTEEMAN LASCARI
Mr. Lascari is pursuing quotes to revamp the township website. He has one quote
and will be receiving others in the near future. Mr. Lance said that he would like to
see tourist attractions linked to our website. Mr. Lascari said that members of the
Committee should contact him with other ideas for incorporation in the website.

The Blairstown Hose Company participated with other municipalities to discuss the
Hardwick House Fire. A delay in reporting the fire was a major contributor in the
severity of this fire.
MAYOR MACH
Mayor Mach said that the tree lighting was a very successful event. He thanked
Patricia Sagan, Recreation Director, and Paul LoMonoco for the sound system. He
also thanked Santa Claus, Alec Dieffenbach.
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Yards Creek is holding a meeting in the Municipal Building on December 8th, which
is a requirement of their license renewal process.

Whitman Company will be at the January meeting to discuss solar energy and
providing revenue to the township.

FROM THE PUBLIC
Herman Shoemaker, Bingham Lane, said that Main Street businesses will be holding
a holiday event next Friday. The stores will be staying open late and Santa Claus
will be present.

Mr. Shoemaker suggested that an attractive sign be placed at the present sight of
the small shelter on township property where the tree lighting previously was held.
He said that Main Street should be a focal point of the township and this sign will let
people know that the area exists. The Committee said that they will discuss this in
the future months.

Mary Flynn, Conrad Court, said that she would like the Committee to include a
community events page on the website. She feels that many local events are not
attended because nobody knows about them.

Paul Avery, Mohican Road, also express that the seniors dinner was very nice. He
also agreed that the Spirit of Americana event needs to become more volunteer-
oriented with less commercial vendors.

Mr. Shoemaker stated that there is an effort underway to reinstate the Blairstown
Business Association and to break away from the county.

Rosalie Murray, Cobblewood Road, said that the signs on Route 94 where it meets
Route 521 are an eyesore. Mr. Lance answered that this is a State road under their
jurisdiction.

As there were no further questions or comments from the public, Mr. Lascari made a
motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Mr. Lance, with all
members voting in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 10:21 pm.

Submitted by:

Phyllis E. Pizzaia, RMC
Municipal Clerk


